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W

ith Christmas a distant memory and my
last edition even further in the past
there is a lot to catch up on and look
forward to in 2019. As we approached
Christmas the Crypto market showed signs of
improvement and since then Ethereum (ETH) has
regained its number two spot from Ripple (XRP). At the time of
writing Bitcoin (BTC) is trading at US$4,027.60, Ripple (XRP) at
US$0.3648 and Ethereum (ETH) at US$152.42 with the overall
Market Cap at US$135bn (data source: CryptoCompere.com)
The 3rd January 2019 saw the 10th Anniversary of Bitcoin’s
Genesis Block (Block 0) being mined by Satoshi Nakamoto,
timestamped 18:15:05 GMT, contained 50 unspendable BTC
and the secret message “The Times 03/Jan/2009 Chancellor
on the brink of a second bailout”. Circa 17.4million BTC have
been mined meaning only another 3.6million are left to be
mined. Tomorrow sees the same anniversary but of the first
ever transaction to take place on the Bitcoin Blockchain which
was between Hal Finney and Satoshi Nakamoto. It is
important to remember that Bitcoin itself has never been
hacked.
Ethereum has been having a very interesting time of late
with many observers wondering if the price fall would find its
bottom, the last month’s activity seems to support that
thought given since its December low was US$82.86 it has
risen by a whopping 84% and as mentioned already regained
its second position in the total Crypto Market Cap. The
Ethereum ecosystem has a loyal and extensive developer
base and with its well publicised Constantinople hard fork
occurring on the 16th January the future seems bright with
Binance and OKEx are two of the main exchanges confirming
their support. As a quick note, the hard fork is a Blockchain
upgrade and in this case will implement five improvement
protocols to the Ethereum Blockchain.
In a significant development, yesterday saw Estonian
startup DX.Exchange launching its Nasdaq-powered
cryptocurrency tokenized securities exchange. According to
Amedeo Moscato their COO it is “the First Regulated & Digital
Stocks Exchange of the world! Connecting Markets, each
Digital Stocks is backed 1:1 with Real Stocks.” Exclusive
affiliate MPS MarketPlace Securities Ltd, under the
supervision of the Cyprus Regulator, CySEC, purchases the
real world stocks, in accordance to token demand in the
DX.Exchange platform. They generate smart contracts, ERC20
tokens created on Ethereum’s network to represent those
stocks. The tokens offered for sale are be based on leading
public company shares listed on the biggest exchange with
the initial ten digital stocks will be Alphabet, Apple, Amazon,
Baidu, Facebook, Intel, Microsoft, Netflix, Nvidia and Tesla.

T

he signs a Global Recession
is now on the cards during
2019 that will trigger a significant shift of capital moving into Crypto Asset Classes
focusing on Asset Backed Securities
manifesting as a tokenised store of
value that can be traded on new secondary markets exchanges.
The US markets act as a thermometer as we see the S&P and Dow have
the worst close since the Great Depression. The US is cooling down fast and
there are continued concerns we are
seeing a new trend as the FED starts
to raise Interest Rates. The Bond Bull
run has ended after 37 years and property and land is stagnating as January
saw an uptick in gold volumes and
prices a clear sign smart money is
planning their escape routes.
For the very first time as a Global Recession approaches we have a hard currency that offers an economic system
called the Bitcoin Blockchain that provides an alternate safe haven not decided by a government or controlled by
a central bank.
It is happening people!
The entire system of capital, government, of trade is not working. The
people have already lost trust in governments, the banking system as the
inequality gap widens and distribution of wealth polarises into fewer
hands, that brings even greater returns for further wealth accumulation as recession strips the assets from
the people.
Each recession happens faster and
lasts longer as the disintermediation of
capital and the off balance sheet mess
created by banks, makes it far harder to
recover from what are becoming 'super
recessions' on a scale not seen before. As
the gap between the positive motivations of a currency to support the people who make industry successful by
creating prosperity, is lost in the battle
for short term gains, as time horizons
shrinks from days to hours (by algorithmic & high frequency trading), it is left
to private capital to make the next big
moves and invest for the benefits of
mankind, and positive changes.
We are witnessing the collapse of the
current Capital Markets remembering
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and set a baseline of understanding on
how and when to begin working with
blockchain technology in an
organisation.
A major aspect of the evolution of
Blockchain is that the movement has
been driven by people with deep
technical skills in software development,
programming and architecture. There
are extensive resources for those looking
to learn about how to write smart
contracts, build consensus mechanisms
and implement cryptography. In
contrast, there are very few resources

Blockchain Rookies
helps to work with
blockchain technology
in an organisation

tive advantage.
And as dumb money looks for
short-term growth and yields, smart
money is already investing in new
crypto
infrastructure,
new
Blockchain business models, new
technologies that over decades will
reshape commerce and touch every
customer. I am often asked what
about cash because you cannot buy
your groceries using Bitcoin, or at
least only in Japan. The ‘safe haven’
issue is different as the leading cryptocurrencies do allow people to manage currency rather than cash,
holding long-term cash in these new
assets classes and moving into and
out of fiat, and using cryptos to fiat
rails on a new generation of payment
card, new crypto banks for shortterm cash needs.
After all Bitcoin as the genesis
crypto was designed for the people
(The Internet of Money owned by the
people) as an uncensorable, fast,
cheap payment system and beyond
tampering by any central authority
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that all Fiat currencies throughout history always go to zero, as the US dollar
has lost more than 95% of its intrinsic
buying power. Nikolai Kondratiev
summed it up well as we enter the "start
of Inflationary cycle" that may last for
decades, a Winter Season that will last
until at least 2030. And things can get
rather nasty as they did in France where
the 'people in power lost their heads’.
But this time it is different, and Armageddon can be averted. For the first
time we have a hard currency called
the Bitcoin Blockchain, an economic
system where fiscal policy and control

of supply is not decided by a government or controlled by a central bank.
Central banks today are nothing more
than a politicised system that remains
unaudited and manipulates supply
and value through a broken Keynesian
economic theory of interest rate policy,
that has repeatedly shown Fractional
Reserve Banking is no longer the answer, preferring wars to that of economic policy reform.

BLOCKCHAIN INVESTMENT
PATHWAYS
The answer to the question “Where to

training including demand for custom
academy programmes. Troy Norcross
predicts, “In the fourth quarter of 2019
there will be a number of significant
announcements of live blockchain
projects with quantifiable results. These
publicly announced use cases will drive a
surge in demand from enterprise IT and
innovation departments for Blockchain
strategy support.”
Whether you are looking for a basic
introduction to Blockchain,
cryptocurrencies and enough real-world
examples to pass a pub quiz – or you are
looking for support in evaluating
business model transformation threats
and opportunities within your enterprise
and within your industry, the Blockchain
Rookies team can build a training
programme or a blockchain business
strategy that suits your needs.
Troy Norcross, Co-Founder,
Blockchain Rookies
available to explain how blockchain
could add incremental business value.
Providing resources to business
professionals interested in Blockchain is
another key area where Blockchain
Rookies is leading the way.
Forming the core team at Blockchain
Rookies is co-founder Troy Norcross, an
experienced strategy director and
innovation manager and former CEO of a
Blockchain company building a platform

Jon Walsh, Co-Founder,
Blockchain Rookies
to trade securities and Jon Walsh, who
has a career spanning two decades in
Adtech and an alumnus of the Said
Business School Blockchain as a Strategy
course.
In 2018 Blockchain Rookies delivered
multiple courses internationally to
corporate clients including high-street
banks and media agencies. 2019 will see
further interest in Blockchain leading to a
growing demand for education and

Why Rookies? Blockchain is only 10 years
old and at this time there are no experts.
There are no gurus. To put it in perspective,
Blockchain technology is at the equivalent
of 1998 (and Windows 98). Major issues of
scale, performance, security and privacy
are still being worked out. Blockchain
Rookies is on the leading edge of this
movement and can bring you up to date on
the latest developments, use cases and
real-world projects. Even so, we are all
Rookies. We are all still learning.
For more information, visit
www.BlockchainRookies.com

invest next?” lies in the architecture
of new Blockchain business models.
Gold is obvious, property and land
become dry illiquid markets and rare
artefacts and jewellery is not plentiful or practical enough. But then
again how about a Gold backed
Token that is entirely fungible with
the capability of returning stability
and calm to the madness of soft fiat
currencies and governments who
have fiscal restraints?
Can you apply a Blockchain business model onto a market or industry
where the operating levers funda-

mentally change? The answer to both
is a big YES.
In my opinion, because the basis of
applying this technology and its supporting token structure is to remove
friction and create a transportation
system that can move a store of value
easier and much faster that exponentially simplifies the customer journey and improves the customer
experience, at a lower cost. Deploying
a Blockchain based business it is possible to remove at least 50% friction,
time, cost, which translates into better margins and significant competi-

who propagates the ‘boom and bust’
cycles through greed and fear.
The recession is coming, capital
needs to be deployed and investors
have new options should they choose
to understand. In so many ways ignoring Blockchain and Crypto is a
failure of obligations to protect family wealth, private capital and what
means the people have. Ignorance is
denied!
Nick Ayton, Founder of Chainstarter
Ventures (https://chainstarter.org/) in
conversation with James Bowater.

INVESTMENT GAME ENABLES
MILLENNIALS AND GENERATION
Z’ERS TO EXPLORE CRYPTO
Kerim Derhalli, CEO and Founder, Invstr

T

he world of finance can be a
daunting place for many, and
taking the plunge into
investment is often a bridge too far.
While crypto may have caught the
attention of many fledgling investors,
it can prove to be a risky prospect to
the uninitiated.
Building diversified portfolios is the
surest strategy for anyone new to
investment as it limits exposure to
potential losses in times of volatility.
Crypto can indeed be one part of this
portfolio, but the risks can’t be ignored
and the proportion invested should
reflect this.

With this in mind, investing platform
Invstr has developed Fantasy Finance,
an outlet for those who want to
explore crypto, as well as other
investment instruments, in a risk-free
environment.
The Fantasy Finance game combines
the strategy, guile, and excitement of
fantasy sports with the buzz of the
market. Just as fantasy football fans can
build a team and guide them to victory,
Fantasy Finance players can pick
stocks, grow their fantasy investment
portfolio, climb the leaderboard, and
win real-world prizes.
Players learn key principles of

investing, including the importance of
diversification and maintaining a
balanced approach to portfolio
management.
Invstr users can pit their wits against
other investors in the Invstr Fantasy
League to compete for prizes,
including cash vouchers to trade for
real on Invstr’s integrated brokerage
platform. Players can also create their
own private leagues for their friends,
investment clubs, school, university or
work colleagues.
Fantasy Finance is available now
through the App Store and Google
Play.
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YOU, FRONTIER TECH
& YOUR CAREER
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rise the tech ‘middle class’ - who
speak mostly blockchain.Perhaps
the geeks won’t inherit the Earth
after all? Even though the next wave of
digital technology - by way of the secure,
blockchain enabled, Internet hosting AI,
IoT and oher frontier technologies such
as big-data and augmented reality - will
be built with their handiworks, it is not
they who’ll be the principal architects.
It will those most able to inhabit both
worlds - the old and the new - and build
the one on the foundations of the other.
The young and the old. The old(er) of us
with deep domain knowledge able to
envision, reinvent and plan a new
landscape - or help build it. Together
with younger, nimble, minds able to
bring a new lens and all the other talents
and advantages that go with youth and
vigour.
Expect to hear a lot more about
‘frontier technologies’, including but not

Signals of an
impending Global
Recession are there
for all to see

Crypto A.M. shines
its Spotlight on
Blockchain Rookies
lockchain will fundamentally
change the world. Blockchain is a
solution looking for a problem.
Blockchain can benefit entire industries
and not just specific companies.
Blockchain is only used by money
launderers and criminals. Confused? If
so, you are in good company.
“What we have seen over the course of
the last couple of years is that most
companies have heard of Blockchain,
and may know some of the lingo and
jargon around it, but are pretty much
stuck as to whether or not they should be
looking to run any pilot programmes
with it” Jon Walsh commented.
Blockchain Rookies was formed in 2017
to provide essential education and a
pragmatic approach to strategy for
enterprise clients investigating
Blockchain and the impact it can have in
transforming business models. With a
range of training and corporate
education solutions and business
strategy frameworks, Blockchain
Rookies helps to cut through the hype

E: CryptoInsider@cityam.com
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only blockchain, in the months and years
to come, as AI, bots, robots and all the
rest either take or (depending who you
ask) transform and reinvent our jobs and the skills required.
Which is why The British Blockchain
Industry Association (BBIA) will not just,
soon, have a new name and, broader,
identity but also a new remit. ‘Open to
the world’ - including geeks and nongeeks. As frontier technologies transform
industry we are here to connect, inform
and help empower and create a new
kinds of ‘knowledge workers’ able to not
just navigate but help terraform our new
landscape! Join us, free for now, and
become a founder member of this new
‘middle class’ - who may yet inherit… at
www.BritishBlockchainIA.org
Barry E James is Founding Chair of the
The British Blockchain Industry
Association (BBIA)

Mapping as Fintech Fragments

I

f 2018 was the year of the speculator
and in many ways for Bitcoin,
Cryptocurrencies and ICOs it was, then
2019 will be the year of diversity and
opportunity - especially in STOs (Security
Token Offerings) as fractionalisation and
tokenisation flower.

FINTECH FRAGMENTS
Meanwhile fintech is fragmenting. There
will increasingly be better services for
almost everything - but they will be,
initially at least, much harder to find and
harder to get your head around when you
do find them. Which is why those able to
guide us will be able to shine, and at a
premium. More on that below.

SPECULATORS AND INVESTORS
Because although It is perhaps a little
early for investors (rather than
speculators) to reap their rewards, as we
inhabit the down phase of the infamous
hype-cycle, by the end of the year we
should begin to see some the first fruits in
the shape of real services that start to
show the paces of what blockchain
enabled decentralisation can do by way of
transformation (aka ‘disruption’). Not just
in fintech - across a much broader front.

FRONTIER TECHNOLOGIES
But more than anything 2019 will be
about ‘Frontier Technologies’ – the
coming together of IoT and especially AI
as well as other breakthrough tech to
create new, smarter, ways of doing things
- in Fintech and elsewhere. In the rush to
the latest tech ‘religion’ (VCs / money
chasing the geeks and others chasing the
money) it's easy to forget that innovation
is not really about the tech. It’s about the
what you can achieve with it, about the
market and ultimately (when things are
working aright) it’s about people.

SECURE, INTELLIGENT,
GLOBAL, LOCAL WEB
So imagine a web, a global network,
that’s intrinsically secure (so that it didn’t
need to break everything down into
separate silos, so they could be secured by
defended perimeter), could transact
freely, often without leave or permission,

across any boundaries - not just of
distance – between organisations and
domains too, but that was ‘aware’,
informed by local, regional and national
conditions (by IoT sensors). That had
selective and (eventually) more general
intelligence. All at the service of
mankind... or otherwise. The former is
less in doubt than the latter, and will
form our collective future.

WHEN?
Well that’s NOT going to happen in the
first quarter of 2019 – but that’s where
we’re headed, for good or ill, but we’ll see
the beginnings of that convergence. And
with it… fragmentation. Brilliant new
niche services that are, initially, hard to
find. Many of them initially unfamiliar
when you do.

WHO?
Which is why you should look out for an
announcement from the British
Blockchain Industry Association (BBIA)
who’ll be helping to signpost the latest
and the best. I will also be talking to some
of those helping to provide the map and
guide people - such as an interview with
Andy Faux, Founder of Birkdale Payments
Services who is building a business on
just that: Helping connect people and
businesses with the hard-to-find and
hard-to-get new services they need in an
increasingly fast paced world. Leveraging
almost two decades of experience in
traditional payment and banking services
whilst scanning the blockchain and
Fintech horizon for the new - and fitting
them together.
Paradoxically more than a little of this
is enabling UK based Fintech and
especially Blockchain ventures to get
access to payment and banking services a service much needed and sought after at least until UK government gets its act
together and turns the promises of
removing such obstacles in the way of
innovation into action.
You can hear the latest from Andrew
and others on ICOrad.io.
Email Barry.James@TokenIntelligence.io
questions or listen to the latest at ICOrad.io

