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WATCHDOG’S

"WHITEWASH’
OF RBS UNIT

MPs SLAM FINAL REPORT INTO BANK SCANDAL

ALEXANDRA ROGERS

@city_amrogers

FURIOUS MPs tore into the City watch-
dog yesterday, branding its final report
into RBS’ disgraced turnaround unit
GRG a “complete whitewash”.

The Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA) had already come under fire for
the amount of time it took to publish
the report, in which it outlined the
reasons for its lack of action against
senior bankers within the GRG.

The now-notorious GRG has been
accused of asset-stripping thousands of
struggling small businesses to shore up
its balance sheet following the 2008
financial crisis, when it was brought
under government control.

The regulator said that while it found
“instances of inappropriate customer
treatment within the GRG”, the
absence of applicable regulatory rules
at the time meant it could not hold RBS
to account for its conduct.

“We have not found a credible basis to
conclude that senior management
sought to treat customers unfairly or be-

haved in any other way that could call
their honesty or integrity into ques-
tion,” it said. “Individuals must be held
to account where their behaviour falls
below the applicable standards, but to
do that, the standards need to be suffi-
ciently clear at the time.”

RBS said it welcomed the conclusion
of the investigation and the fact that no
further action would be taken.

Kevin Hollinrake, co-chair of the all-
party parliamentary group on fair busi-
ness banking, said: “This report is
another complete whitewash and
another demonstrable failure of the
regulator to perform its role. The FCA
must publish a full account of its find-
ings including naming those responsi-
ble for the shameful mistreatment of
thousands of UK SMEs [small firms].”

The report had been highly antici-
pated in the wake of allegations that
the Treasury - through the Asset
Protection Agency (APA) and Scheme
(APS) - directed the actions of the GRG
as it tried to secure taxpayer value for
money in the wake of RBS’s bailout.

The allegations came to light earlier

this year in a court case between RBS
and businessman Oliver Morley, who
has accused the bank of placing his com-
pany under “economic duress” when it
acquired some of its assets in 2010. RBS
has said the claim is without merit.

In its report, the FCA quoted a senior
RBS manager as saying the APA was
“not ‘particularly interested’ in protect-
ing customers and that a lot of time was
spent arguing with it”.

The manager added: “They [the APA|
would have loved us to just flog a bunch
of those SME customers for next to
nothing and walk away.”

Former business secretary Sir Vince
Cable told City A.M: “The Treasury has a
significant share of responsibility to
take for the damage done to small busi-
ness by its singleeminded commercial
approach to the nationalised bank”

Tory MP Guto Bebb added: “The
victims of this terrible scandal will feel
robbed once more.”

The Treasury said: “No evidence was
found that RBS’s participation in the
APS made any difference to the way in
which customers were treated.”

BLOND AMBITION Johnson
leads pack after first Tory vote

OWEN BE\INETT

@owenjbennett

BORIS Johnson raced into a virtually
unassailable lead among MPsin the
opening round of the Conservative
leadership contest yesterday.

The former foreign secretary picked
up 114 votes in the first ballot of
Tory MPs, meaning he will be in the
final two contenders to go before
party members unless he suffers a
dramatic slump in support.

Jeremy Hunt came second with 43
votes, with Michael Gove third on 37.

Andrea Leadsom, Mark Harper and
Esther McVey were all culled from the
competition after failing to reach the
threshold of 17 votes.

Johnson’s sizeable victory will be
seen as a boost to his vow to take the
UK out of the EU on 31 October - with
or without a withdrawal agreement.

The next round of voting is next
Tuesday, when candidates must get at
least 33 votes or be culled. Channel 4
will host a debate for the remaining
seven candidates on Sunday.
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We need more thana
one-trick Brexit pony

HE STARTING gun has fired and Boris Johnson is far out

ahead in the race to be the next leader of the Conservative

party. Brexit is of course everyone’s priority, but a new

report from the Institute of Fiscal Studies (IFS) reminds us
that there are other pressing challenges for the incoming Prime
Minister to tackle. The research looks at how stalling growth has
affected the population, and the results are stark. “Real median
income growth was essentially zero in 2017-18,” one author
writes, pointing to how wages have failed to keep pace with
inflation despite an improvement in recent months. This impact
is not evenly felt. Between the years 2016-17 and 2017-18: “Total
net household income fell by one per cent for the poorest fifth of
the population, was unchanged for the middle fifth and grew by
one per cent for the highest income fifth over the year” With an
unscheduled General Election in the next year looking ever more
possible, the next leader can be sure that Labour will seize on
these figures as evidence that the Conservatives have left the poor
behind. He (for the two female candidates have been eliminated)
will need a policy platform to encourage growth at all levels of
the economy. And there’s more. In the same week that the BBC
provoked outrage - from the public and the government - for
announcing that free TV licences for over-75s would now only be
offered to those claiming pension credit, the IFS research shows
that the greatest increase in medium income since 2007 has been
enjoyed by society’s eldest. “For pensioners aged 65 and above,
average income since 2007-08 has grown by over 18 per cent,”
notes the report; for those aged 3149, it is barely above pre-crisis
levels, while for millennials between 22 and 30, it still hasn’t fully
recovered. Addressing intergenerational inequality and finding a
sustainable solution to the social care crisis must both be top of
the agenda for the next inhabitant of Number 10. And while he is
working on that, he should take a look at regional inequality too.
The Treasury is today launching an inquiry into regional
imbalances in the economy, seeking to “identify the disparities”
and explore “how best to level the playing field”. It is gathering
evidence until 2 August, just after the new Prime Minister can
expect to take office. It is likely that transport links, including the
much-debated HS2, and housing shortages will both be high on
the to-do list. This leadership contest may be being fought on the
UK’s relationship with the EU, but Britain needs more than a one-
trick Brexit pony. Is Boris Johnson up to the task?

Follow us on Twitter @cityam

FINANCIAL TIMES

RUSSIA SAYS US TROOPS IN
POLAND RISKS STABILITY
Russia has accused the US of striking a
“severe blow” to European stability
after US President Donald Trump said
he would send 1,000 troops to Poland,
raising fears of a new arms race
between the two military superpowers.

TYSON FOODS LAUNCHES
NON-MEAT FIGHTBACK
Tyson Foods, the biggest US meat
producer, is launching its own non-
meat nuggets and blended burgersin
the biggest challenge yet to the start-
ups that have driven a once niche
dietary trend into the mainstream.
The push by Arkansas-based Tyson,
whose offerings will be sold under the

WHAT THE
OTHER
PAPERS SAY
THIS

MORNING

“Raised & Rooted” brand, comes as
shares in Beyond Meat have soared

last month as investors clamour for
exposure to the sector.

fivefold since its initial public offering
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. PREYING FOR THEIR FUTURE Conservationists push to protect
. white-tailed eagles by tagging 22 rare breeding pairs in Scotland

i

THE ROYAL Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is spending this week tagging white-tailed eagles as part of a broad
i ongoing conservation effort to record the population of breeding pairs across Scotland. There are currently around 22 breeding
: pairs of white-tailed eagles on the Isle of Mull, with the first successful breeding pair occurring in 1985.

Bank wams of

i JESS CLARK

i @jclarkjourno

i BANK of England director Alex Brazier
{ warned yesterday that suspending
i funds can be a “double-edged sword”,
{ with the threat prompting investors
i torush to the front of the redemption
i queue.

i Equity funds that stick to blue-chip
i shares cope best with calls from
i investors for their money back, the
i senior Bank of England official said,
i as the fallout from the suspension of
i former star trader Neil Woodford’s
i main UK fund continued.

i “Of course, redemptions can be sus-
i pended - funds can be gated - to limit
i the selling pressure. But such meas-
i ures are a double-edged sword,” said
i Brazier. “They can allow time for an
¢ orderly re-structuring of a fund, avoid-
i ing unnecessary fire sale pressure,
i but the expectation that such meas-

THE TIMES

KNIFE CRIME CASES CLIMB
TO NINE-YEAR HIGH

The number of knife crimes dealt with
by the justice system rose to a nine-year
high after a surge in attacks across the
country. More than 22,000 offences of
possessing or making threats with a
knife were dealt with by police and the
courtsin the year to March, marking an
increase of roughly a third within five
years.

ASSANGE ONE STEP CLOSER
TO BEING EXTRADITED TO US
The home secretary Sajid Javid has
signed an extradition request for Julian
Assange, bringing the Wikileaks founder
a step closer to facing charges in the
United States.

ures could be imposed tomorrow can
create an incentive to be at the front
of the redemption queue today.”

Brazier, Threadneedle Street’s exec- :
: adding to the trader’s woes

utive director for financial stability,

said it was striking that the more illig- :
: flagship investment vehicle.
fund were, the more aggressively its :
i has shrunk by more than £100m in
i less than two weeks, according to

i data from Morningstar.

uid or difficult to trade the assets in a

investors withdraw their funds as
prices of the assets fall.
Although Brazier did not mention

Woodford or his businesses, his com- :
i from the £494.2m recorded at the
i end of last month, in a sign that

: the fallout from the suspension is
“When a fund holds assets traded al- :
i other funds.

ments follow in the wake of investors
being barred from withdrawing cash
from one of Woodford’s listed funds.

most instantly on exchange - like

blue-chip equities - investors tend to :
i £45m as it closed its entire position
i in the Income Focus fund. The

The Financial Conduct Authority is :
i fallen more than 16 per cent
illiquid assets, but it is also a global :
i close ties with the manager.

sit on their hands,” Brazier said.
“Liquidity isn’t costless,” he added.

finalising rules for funds investing in

issue, Brazier said.

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

OFSTED WARNING OVER
‘OUTSTANDING’ SCHOOLS
Ofsted has issued a warning over
“outstanding” schools after the number
retaining their status halved, new data
has revealed. This academic year, only
16 per cent of schools retained their
“outstanding” status following re-
inspection compared to 33 per cent last
year, official figures showed.

CROWDSTRIKE BOSS: CHINA
TARGETED ALL TOP US FIRMS
Chinese hackers have targeted every
Fortune 500 company, according to
George Kurtz, the boss of Crowdstrike
after the cybersecurity company
debuted in New York with an $11bn
(£8.7bn) valuation.

Hargreaves

leads second

‘Woodford exit

frozen funds risk

JESS CLARK

@jclarkjourno
Hargreaves Lansdown led an

¢ exodus from Neil Woodford’s

Income Focus fund yesterday,
following the suspension of his

Woodford’s Income Focus fund

Assets have fallen to £371.3m

affecting the investment manager’s

Hargreaves Lansdown withdrew

fund supermarket’s share price has

following the suspension due to its

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

i US WATCHDOG: CONWAY

: SHOULD BE REMOVED

i Agovernment watchdog

i recommended that top White House

i adviser Kellyanne Conway be removed
i from her post, citing repeated alleged

i violations of a rule that prohibits

¢ political activity by executive-branch

i staff.

i SARAH SANDERS TO LEAVE

: WHITE HOUSE ROLE

¢ White House press secretary Sarah

i Sanders will be leaving the job at the

¢ end of the month to return to her home
i state of Arkansas, US President Donald
i Trump said on Twitter. “Sheis a very

i special person with extraordinary

¢ talents,” he tweeted.
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Investor revolt Petropavlovsk shareholder slams
“malign force’ of UK Takeover Panel

for Aston Martin

ALEX DANIEL

@alexmdaniel

ASTON Martin shareholders are gear-
ing up to rebel against executive pay
plans just months after the firm’s
£4.3bn initial public offering (IPO).

Several investors plan to reject chief
executive Andy Palmer’s pay packet,
according to SKy News. It comes after
the world’s biggest proxy shareholder
voting company, Institutional Share-
holder Services (ISS), recommended
investors oppose Aston Martin’s
future pay policy.

The British luxury car giant will
hold its first annual shareholder
meeting since its unsuccessful
October float at the headquarters of
Freshfields law firm on Fleet Street.

A revolt would put a lid on a dismal
few months for the company. Shares
have fallen 41 per cent since its IPO on
the London Stock Exchange in Octo-
ber last year.

There is no chance Aston Martin will
lose the ballot because just 32 per
cent of its stock is public. Private

equity firm Investindustrial and

Kuwaiti sovereign fund Investment :

Dar hold most of the business.

In an investor report, ISS said: “The
main concern with the proposed [re-
muneration| policy is the overall
quantum of variable pay on offer for
the group [chief executive] at 500 per
cent of salary.

“This is considered well above the
company’s current positioning and
size, particularly when considering
the relatively high salary level.”

Aston Martin’s remuneration
committee chair Imelda Walsh said
the firm had carried out “detailed
engagement with shareholders... both
in terms of the development of the
remuneration policy and on the
performance targets to apply to our
first award under the new long-term
incentive plan”.

“Our approach is consistent with
the remuneration policy outline and
principal terms of employment set
out in our IPO prospectus.”

Aston Martin shares closed down 3.4
per cent yesterday.

.
HAVING A PARTY Chuka Umunna joins
Liberal Democrats as Change UK rebrands

FORMER Labour and Change UK MP Chuka Umunna revealed last night he is joining
the Liberal Democrats. The move followed a fifth rebrand for Change UK - now
called The Independent Group For Change - after a trademark spat with Change.org.

Evening Standard and Indy may
face Inquiry over Saudi funding

JAMES WARRINGTON

@j_a_warrington

THE INDEPENDENT and the Evening
Standard could face an inquiry over
public interest concerns after a
mysterious Saudi investor took major
stakes in the titles.

Culture secretary Jeremy Wright
has said he is weighing up an
investigation into the groups behind
the two newspapers, amid fears the
deals could compromise freedom of
expression and the accurate
presentation of news.

Sultan Mohamed Abuljadayel
bought a 30 per cent stake in
Independent Digital News in 2017.

Earlier this year, the Saudi national
was also unveiled as the buyer of a 30
per cent stake in Lebedev Holdings
Limited, the owner of the Evening
Standard newspaper.

Wright said he had sent a so-called
‘minded to’ letter to both groups
warning the government could
intervene in the deals. The papers
have until Monday to respond to the
letter, after which Wright will decide
whether to launch a probe.

AUGUST GRAHAM

: @AugustGraham

A MAJOR investor in London-listed
miner Petropavlovsk has hit out at
the Takeover Panel over what it labled
an “endless” investigation.

The panel started probing
shareholder Cabs after the gold
miner’s board was ousted a year ago.

It has yet to report, which Cabs said
i casts “an unnecessary shadow”.

The investor got together with
fellow shareholder Slevin last year to
re-appoint co-founder Pavel
Maslovskiy, who had resigned
following an investor revolt.

Investigators are thought to be
probing whether Cabs and Slevin had
worked together with a third
shareholder, Kenes Rakishev.

Between them, the three own more
than 30 per cent of the company. If
they were collaborating, this would

have triggered Takeover Panel rules
forcing them to make an offer for the
remaining shares.

The panel told City A.M. it does not
comment on individual cases.

Nikolay Lioustiger, advisor to Cabs,
said the company was in limbo, as
“other foreign investors will be taking
note of this denial of natural justice”.

He accused the panel of being a
“unaccountable body” and a “malign
force”.

9am...conf...en
call...int...upted
_by...tun...nel.

gerve'd befo_r:10:30am. © 2019 McDonald’s

me mornings just call for a Breakfast Wrap.
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Oil prices rocket

AUGUST GRAHAM

@AugustGraham

INTERNATIONAL oil prices surged
yesterday after two oil tankers caught
fire in the Gulf of Oman.

The Front Altair and Kokuka Coura-
geous were evacuated after a sus-
pected torpedo attack on the ships.
The manager of Kokuka Courageous
said it “has been damaged as a result
of the suspected attack”.

“The hull has been breached above
the water line on the starboard side.”

The initial news sent the price of
international standard Brent crude
up nearly four per cent in the morn-
ing to $62.33. It later lost some gains.

“We must wait to see whether this
will hold or is an algorithm-based
kneejerk that will be faded,” said Neil
Wilson, analyst at Markets.com.

The move spurred fears of escalating
tensions between regional powers.

The US and Saudi Arabia believe Iran
was behind the attack yesterday, and

as torpedo hits
Middle East ship

Search 02 Apple'WgtCh - .

on four other tankers last month.

The Islamic republic has threatened
to cut off the Strait of Hormuz, a vital
shipping route.

“We know that geopolitical tensions
in the region are worsening and raise
supply-side concerns in terms of short-
term outages,” Wilson said.

“But with Opec already curbing out-
put and US production at a record
high the market is far less susceptible
to a shock”

Iran called yesterday’s events “suspi-
cious” and called for dialogue. They
came a day after Iranian media re-
ported a fire on one of the country’s
oil platforms in the Persian Gulf.

“For all the finger pointing, this is
essentially a warning shot that will
likely to amount to little given the
huge consequences of an actual full-
scale conflict,” said IG analyst Joshua
Mahony yesterday.

Markets are looking forward to an
Opec meeting this month where it is
expected to extend output cuts.

RED LETTER US retail giants take aim at
Trump administration over China tariffs
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VER 600 retailers - including Walmart, Target and Costco - urged US President
onald Trump in a letter late last night to resolve the trade dispute with China,
aying they “remain concerned” that tariffs hurt US businesses and consumers.

Scottish government to sell off
Glasgow’s Prestwick Airport

ALEXANDRA ROGERS

@city_amrogers

THE SCOTTISH government has put
he publicly-owned Glasgow
Prestwick Airport up for sale, just six
years after taking ownership of it.
The government took control over
he airport to stave of the threat of

i closure following poor results.

by

Scottish minister Michael
Matheson said: “Since the Scottish
government bought Glasgow
Prestwick Airport in 2013, we have
been clear that it is our intention to
return the business to the private
sector when the time is right. In
light of that progress, the airport
will shortly place an advert...
inviting expressions of interest.”
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%Tinkler N new
Stobart battle
over board pay

SEBASTIAN MCCARTHY

@SebMcCarthy

{ FORMER Stobart boss Andrew

i Tinkler has reportedly reignited his
i feud with the transport firm's

! board after demanding directors

i disclose details of a pay plan.

The company, which owns

i Southend airport, is understood to
! be facing fresh pressure from ex-

i chief executive Tinkler, who has

! tabled a series of resolutions in a

i bid to force directors into releasing
: details over a remuneration scheme
i at its aviation arm.

According to Sky News, Tinkler

i said in a letter to Stobart that boss
: Warwick Brady’s pay package was
i not aligned to shareholders’

: interests, and demanded an

i overhaul of the company’s

i treatment of investors.

The letter accused directors of

allowing Brady to focus on its
i aviation activities “for his personal
i gain”, according to the broadcaster.

The news comes just days after

Tinkler lost an appeal against his
i High Court defeat following his
i dismissal from the company.

Appeal judge Sir Julian Flaux said

Tinkler’s appeal had “no real
i prospect of success”.
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EDITOR'S NOTES

THIS WEEK - DEPUTY EDITOR JULIAN HARRIS @HARIBOCONOMICS

I watch Newsnight
with a pig on my left &
a partridge on my right

E LIVE in interesting times.
Afew years ago, who
would have expected

vegan sausage rolls to fly off
Greggs’ heated shelves, or for KFC
to announce a new vegan
“chicken” burger called The
Imposter? Veganism is alive and
well... but not so much at the
Canary Wharf branch of Boisdale
this week, where the likes of
Andrew Marr, Julia Hartley-
Brewer, Nick Ferrari,
Stanley Johnson and
William Sitwell
(inset) gathered for
anindulgent lunch
and writers’ awards
bash. Sitwell picked
up one of the top
gongs for his

\. -
: b
. . Fo i
reflections on an infamous

“  dogsand cats rather than, as|

incident last autumn in which the
Masterchef star was forced to
resign as editor of Waitrose’s food
magazine after joking, in an email,
about the prospect of slaughtering
vegans, or force-feeding them
meat. Unrepentant, Sitwell
doubled-down on his mockery of

trendy plantivores at Boisdale,
delivering an acceptance speech
in which he lashed out at
“emaciated” vegans “lacking
vitamin B”. Fuelled with a glass or
two of lan Botham’s finest wines,
Sitwell, by nowon aroll,
continued: “Some are so busy
spreading the message that they
don’t have time to wash. Others
have lost all their strength because
of the lack of protein that they
& find it hard to even pick up
» arazor blade. And yet
some of us are herein
this room eating meat,
practising that hideous
thing of species-ism
where we choose to sit
on our sofas and watch
Newsnight surrounded by

do now, with a pigon my leftand a
partridge on my right.” Cue
laughter and applause from an
audience gorged on smoked
salmon, dry aged beef and several
rich cheeses. Know your audience,
they say. On this occasion, at least,
Sitwell knew his.

Bird's eye view of
Hong Kong protest

Lots of big-name financial journalists
began their careers at City A.M. and
we are proud to continue the tradition
of giving young talent a chance. Few,
however, end up on the ground
covering intense geopolitical
standoffs between police and
protesters. That has been the job of
former City A.M. economics
correspondent Mike Bird this week,
who reported onthe clashes in Hong
Kong for the Wall Street Journal.
“The thing about financial journalism ,

is they never tell you how often you’re ;

going to get tear gassed,”’ Bird

tweeted in typically droll fashion.

i O Yesterday’s Tory leadership

ballot marked the end for teams
Harper, Leadsom and McVey,
leaving an all-male shortlist to fight
it out for the top job. As the scrap
gets serious, perhaps we will see

1 evenmore tempting tax cuts

dangled in front of Conservative
members by the remaining
hopefuls. Instinctively, the lean
towards cuts has been refreshingly
exciting during the contest so far,

i from Michael Gove’s pledge to

scrap VAT to Boris Johnson’s
typically divisive and bombastic

plan to ramp up the 40p income
tax threshold to £80,000. This
newspaper has repeatedly called
foranincrease in the threshold to
offset years and years in which
millions of people have been
unfairly dragged into the higher
rate. However, critics - including
George Osborne’s ex-chief of staff
Rupert Harrison and former
Treasury wonk Nick Macpherson -
are right to point out that promises
are irresponsible if not fully
funded. Candidates must ensure
there s flesh on the bone.

FRIDAY 14 JUNE 2019

CAN I QUOTE YOU ON THAT

I wish

Gerald Ratner, infamous for
arguably the biggest PR gaffe
of all time, responds to
Michael Gove’s
insistance that
“people should not
be defined by the
biggest mistake they
made in their lives”.

NEWS 05

News and views from the City, Westminster & beyond

O When a group of brave MPs
split from the Labour and
Tory ranks to form (as it was
then) the Independent Group,
some of us wondered why a
new centrist, Remain-backing
party was required when a
centrist, Remain-backing
party already existed in the
form of the Lib Dems. Now it
appears some of those MPs —
namely Chuka Umunna - will
indeed join the Lib Dems,
while the remaining party
rebrands for the fifth time in
four months. What a farce.

O The sun shone at Lord’s last
weekend for JP Morgan’s annual

¢ client/staff cricket tournament.

Not only did attendees play on the
hallowed turf alongside greats

¢ such as Curtly Ambrose, Wasim

Akram and Andrew Strauss, they
were then regaled over dinner by
batting heroes Sir Vivian Richards
and Sunil Gavaskar. One notable
guest was cricket nut Sir Martin
Sorrell, something of a regular at
the event. The marketing guru has
been busy luring two of his former

i WPP execs to his new venture S4

Capital. Now he’s revitalised his
top order, perhaps we’ll see even
more of Sorrell at the Home of
Cricket with the Ashes
approaching.
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Mobile giants ‘must show caution’
over Huawei after blacklisting in US

JAMES WARRINGTON

@j_a_warrmgton

UK MOBILE operators should show
“all due caution” before using
Huawei’s equipment in their 5G
networks, culture secretary Jeremy
Wright has warned.

In remarks that will spark further
uncertainty over Huawei’s role in UK
telecoms infrastructure, Wright said
the government must “think

carefully” before it makes a decision
about the Chinese tech firm.

Wright denied the delay to the UK’s
verdict had been caused by the Tory
leadership race, and pointed instead
to the US’s decision to add Huawei to
a trade blacklist.

“What that means for telecoms
companies is they’ve got to make
their decisions with all due caution,”
Wright told reporters yesterday.

“If there is a complete ban on the

inclusion of Huawei equipment in 5G

networks then of course that means
what it says.”

US President Donald Trump has
rolled out a ban on the Chinese firm
amid fears its technology could be
used for spying by Beijing.

The UK is still yet to confirm its
position towards Huawei, despite
reports earlier this year that the firm
will be allowed to participate in parts
of the country’s 5G network.
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IWINE-DING DOWN Majestic Wine in talks
with bidders over the sale of 200 stores

MAJESTIC Wine announced yesterday that it is currently in advanced talks with
multiple bidders over the sale of 200 stores as it focuses on its online business. It
plans to focus on its Naked Wines brand, which has a “greater potential for growth”.

Sales slowdown
as Tesco hlames
subdued market

JESS CLARK

@jclarkjourno

TESCO sales growth slowed in the
first quarter of the year due to a
“subdued” UK market.

The supermarket, which is the
largest in the UK, said sales hit £9.1bn
in its core market, representing like-
forlike sales growth of 04
per cent.

Analysts had predicted growth in a
range of flat up to one per cent. Last
quarter, the grocers reported sales
growth of 1.7 per cent.

However, Tesco said it outperformed
the market overall in both sales and
volume terms by 0.2 per cent and 1.3
per cent respectively.

Tesco chief executive Dave Lewis
said: “We have had a strong start to
the year, growing ahead of the UK
market on both a volume and value
basis.

“Our customer offer is more com-
petitive than ever, with a wider choice
of our ‘Exclusively at Tesco’ products
now available in more stores, helping
to drive more than 10 per cent sales
growth across the range.”

Emma-Lou Montgomery, associate
director at Fidelity Personal Investing,

added: “Lewis may call the supermar-
ket sector ‘subdued’, but what he
really means is ultra-competitive.

“One of its fiercest rivals, Lidl,
wouldn’t be opening 40 new stores in
the south east in a less-than-buoyant
[retail] market.”

Group sales grew 0.2 per cent on a
like-for-like basis, reaching £13.9bn.
Online grocery sales were up seven
per cent year-on-year, driven by
customers choosing to use click and
collect for their orders.

Russ Mould, investment director at
AJ Bell, said: “The trading update
from supermarket Tesco was probably
about as good as could have been
expected under the circumstances.

“The build-up to last year’s World
Cup and the sunny temperatures
meant it was always going to be a
tough ask to generate much like-for-
like growth this time round as the UK
endures some very soggy weather.”

The results came on the same day as
Morrisons and Amazon revealed
plans to ramp up their same-day
delivery grocery service.

Morrisons has expanded on its
home delivery agreement deal with
Amazon, extending its same-day
service to five cities in the UK.

Wall Street activist Peltz buys up
stake in FTSE 100 firm Ferguson

SEBASTIAN MCCARTHY

@SebMcCarthy

VETERAN activist Nelson Peltz
shocked the City yesterday when his
hedge fund swooped up a six per cent
stake in FTSE 100 plumber Ferguson.

The Wall Street billionaire’s UK
vehicle Trian has taken a holding
worth roughly £736m in Ferguson,
previously known as Wolseley.

Shares in the blue-chip firm rose
six per cent yesterday after the
move, with Trian now Ferguson’s
second largest shareholder.

Peltz’s activist fund, which has
previously put pressure on Cadbury
over shareholder returns, said the
firm was an attractive investment,
trading at a discount to its US peers.

“Trian has contacted members of
Ferguson’s management team and
looks forward to working with them
to explore and implement initiatives
that it believes can create long-term
shareholder value,” the firm said.

A spokesperson for Ferguson
added: “We welcome dialogue with
Trian, as we do with all our
shareholders.”
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Monzo boqnds
ahead of rivals

EMILY NICOLLE

@emilyjnicolle

DIGITAL bank Monzo yesterday
launched in the US, making it the first
of its rivals to finally land in the
coveted territory.

The bank will launch with its full
banking app and debit card, courtesy
of a licensing partnership with Sutton
Bank in Ohio.

Monzo chief Tom Blomfield told City
A.M. the startup is in the process of
applying for its own national bank
charter in the US, which when
approved will allow Monzo to operate
on its own across all 50 states.

“You can put your full salary in from
day one,” said Blomfield.

“We’re not starting from scratch but
we want to take a handful of months
before scaling out.”

The first few thousand cards will be
available via in-person sign ups at
events, after which the cards will start
to be mailed out. Blomfield hopes
Monzo will grow much in the same
way as it did in the UK: via word of
mouth, with no paid advertising.

There are several other native com-
petitors already doing well in the US,

with US launch

including fellow unicorn Chime,

which has around 3m users.

Monzo’s UK rivals have been vying to
reach the US for some time - includ-
ing Revolut, which promised to launch
in America in the first three months
of 2018. The startup has yet to open
accounts stateside, while German
fintech N26 said yesterday its US
launch is a “matter of weeks” away.

“If you look at N26 and Revolut,

generic product as you can’t tailor it to

one and we’re going to really under-
stand the customer there.”

Blomfield said the bank has no plans
to launch in Europe any time soon.

“Multiple languages combined into
different ways of thinking about
money means that going to Europe
isn’t just one step, it’s 27 steps.”

“So we prefer to do it in a single mar-
ket and a single language [English]...

and then [we| can get access to 300m
i the appointment of KPMG as

consumers.”

The celebrity chef’s restaurant business collapsed into administration last month

JESS CLARK

THREE of Jamie Oliver’s restaurants
have been rescued after
administrators secured a sale to SSP,
saving 250 jobs.

SSP will take over the three sites at
Gatwick Airport after the celebrity
chef’s restaurant business collapsed
into administration last month.

All of Oliver’s restaurants,
excluding the Gatwick branches,
were closed immediately following

_Gatwick Jamie Oliver restaurants

they’ve expanded across 20+ countries :

each, and you end up with just a more d ft I t SSP G

20 different markets,” said Blomfield. rescu e a er Sa e 0 ro up
“Those companies have had issues. I i

think we’ve retained that focus with :

the US. We’re not going to launch in

20 markets, we’re going to launch in | @iclarkjourno

administrators in May.

SSP currently operates 12 Jamie
Oliver restaurants across Austria,
Finland, France, the Netherlands,
Norway and Spain.

Simon Smith, chief executive of
SSP, said: “Jamie’s cafes and
restaurants are much loved by
customers all around the world, so
we’re very excited to be adding the
brand to our UK portfolio and
increasing our presence at Gatwick
Airport”

Around 1,000 jobs were lost after
the restaurant business failed.

Bad debt insurance claims at highest since 2009

JAMES BOOTH

@Jamesdboothl

THE NUMBER of insurance claims
made this year by UK businesses
facing bad debts has reached its
highest level in 10 years, figures
published today show.

In the first quarter, 57 firms every
day were helped by trade credit
insurers, according to data from the
Association of British Insurers (ABI).

The high volume of claims is being
driven by Brexit uncertainty, rising
business rates, competition from
online sales, weaker consumer
spending and increased operating
costs due to the weaker pound, the

research found.

The latest government figures
show a six per cent increase in
company insolvencies in the first
three months of the year.

There were 5,114 new trade credit
insurance claims made in the first
quarter, up six per cent on the
previous quarter to their highest
level since the second quarter of
2009, after the financial crash.

The value of claims paid was
£48m, up £1m on the previous
quarter in 2018.

The average payment was £9,000.

Mark Shepherd, assistant director
and head of general insurance policy
at the ABI, said: “The 10-year high in

the number of trade credit
insurance claims made so far this
year, highlights the vital role that
trade credit insurers are playing in
helping UK firms navigate tough
trading times.

“While protecting against non-
payment is essential, the expertise
and support of trade credit insurers
is also helping firms to grow and
trade with greater confidence,
reducing the risk of facing bad
debts.

“Having this cover can also
improve access to funding from
banks and other financial
institutions. While the number of
firms with this protection is rising,

Packaging manufacturer DS Smith
wraps up one-third rise in profit

ALEX DANIEL

@alexmdaniel

DS SMITH shares rose 5.1

per cent yesterday after it
announced a profit boost of nearly
one third last year.

The packaging manufacturer said
it had plans in place to stockpile
goods ahead of Britain’s planned
exit from the EU at the end of
October.

It said it expected disruption to its
operations to be “relatively
contained”.

The firm makes corrugated
cardboard, recycled paper and
plastic packaging.

It posted a 31 per cent rise in full-
year pre-tax profit. Box volumes
growth slowed, however. This was
because of weakness in export
markets during the second half of
the year.

“We saw some volume weakness
in certain export-led markets in the
second half of 2018/19, including
Germany, but we expect this to
improve during the current year,”
chief executive Miles Roberts said.

DS Smith raised its medium-term
margin targets to between 10 per
cent and 12 per cent. This came after
it recorded a 10.2 per cent margin
this year. The margin beat guidance
of eight per cent to 10 per cent.

too many firms remain at the mercy
of' bad debts. So, we must do more to
raise awareness of the importance of
trade credit insurance.”

Data published this week showed
bricks-and-mortar businesses were
hit by a drop in footfall last month.

Figures from the British Retail
Consortium showed the number of
shoppers plunged 3.5 per cent in
May, compared to a drop of 0.4 per
cent in the same period last year.

High streets were hardest-hit, with
a drop in footfall of 4.8 per cent.

On Wednesday, Sir Philip Green’s
Arcadia staved off administration
after it won a crunch vote to do a
deal with its landlords to cut costs.

g

B Y i '
DS Smith supplies packaging to firms including Amazon, Tesco, Primark and lkea
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Scaling the
heights of
Covent
Garden

Sarah Curtis
Director, London
New Homes

cannot fail to be struck by the

crops of new-builds soaring
skywards along their routes into the City
or the West End. Glittering new homesin
the Docklands, Canary Wharf, North
Greenwich and Vauxhall have
dramatically altered the appearance of
the London skyline over recent years,
and have increased the range of housing
options available for buyers. But gone
are the days when high-rise buildings
were confined to regeneration areas of
the Capital.

Buyers looking for sweeping
penthouse views and dramatic tower
living are now being offered the best of
both worlds, with high-rise new-build
developments creeping closer to the
most buzzing areas of town. This new
trend for high-rise, super-central living is
exemplified by the newly-launched
Hexagon Apartments in Covent Garden,
a 15 storey former office building that
has been sensitively redesigned by
award-winning architects Squire &
Partners. It offers luxury apartments
close to Covent Garden Piazza and
theatreland, as well as spectacular 180°
views of London’s skyline from the
higher floors. The development’s
location at the heart of the Seven Dials
Conservation Area ensures the
protection of these precious views from
future change.

Scaling the heights of Covent Garden,
the Hexagon Apartments show how the
property market is now responding to
increasingly rigorous buyer demands
from across the globe. Penthouse
panoramas and central locations aside,
new developments must still offer
beautiful interiors, high-quality finishes,
light-filled living spaces and five-star
services. The Hexagon Apartments’
exemplary interiors by Studio Ashby and
Michaelis Boyd (whose design roster
includes Soho Farmhouse and
Babington House), plus a five-star
concierge service,
place the building in
pole position to fulfil
the demands of box-
ticking new-build
home-hunters.

Commuters travelling into London

STRUTT
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e |




08 NEWS FRIDAY 14 JUNE 2019

Surge in demand for UK tech visas

JAMES WARRINGTON

@j_a_warrington

THE NUMBER of applications for UK
tech visas has soared 45 per cent in the
last year as the booming tech sector
continues to attract global talent.

The surge marks the fifth consecu-
tive year of growth in application
numbers, according to industry body
Tech Nation.

India and the US remain the coun-

Small firms hit
record high in
equity funding

ANNA MENIN

EQUITY investments in small UK
businesses are at a record high,
driven by significant increases in
investments outside London as the
capital’s grip on the market slipped.

Small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) received £6.7bn in
equity investments in 2018, up from
£5.9bn the previous year, according to
data from the British Business Bank.

The rise was driven by a 29 per cent
increase in the value of investments
outside London, which totalled
£2.8bn. The capital’s dominance
waned with a seven per cent drop in
investment value.

Several regions saw a significant
increase in the number of SME deals
made. The north east had the largest
rise at 65 per cent, while Yorkshire &
Humber and Wales rose 15 per cent
and 11 per cent respectively.

Keith Morgan, the bank’s chief, said
the report’s findings showed “a clear
sign of investor confidence in British
smaller businesses and their potential
for growth”

Smaller tech businesses attracted
the most investors, receiving 44 per
cent of all equity investments last
year, and echoing the entire sector’s
recent strong performance. Earlier
this week, it emerged that the UK s
now home to over 70 tech unicorns -
companies worth over $1bn (£789m).

The overall value of equity deals
rose last year, but the report found
the total number of deals made fell
six per cent. Although the report
struck an optimistic tone, it arrives at
a difficult time for British SMEs as
Brexit uncertainty drags on.

Martin McTague, chairman of
advocacy and policy at the Federation
of Small Businesses, welcomed the
tech sector’s strong showing in the
report, but added: “We do need to
look seriously at how we encourage
more equity financing for sectors
outside of those traditional associated
with this kind of investment.”

tries with the highest number of visa
applications, with popular roles in-
cluding software development, Al and
machine learning, and fintech.

“The UK continues to attract talent
from all around the world,” said digi-
tal minister Margot James.

“This is thanks to our world-leading
academic institutions, strong access to
finance and long standing reputation
for innovation.”

The visa, which was first launched in

2014, enables tech talent from around
the world to come and work in the
UK’s thriving digital tech sector.

“The UK tech sector is an incredibly
attractive place to work, with its un-
paralleled connectivity, access to ex-
ceptional talent, and significant levels
of innovation and investment,” said
Matt Jeffs-Watts, head of visas at Tech
Nation, which is one of five bodies
designated to endorse applications for
the visa.

CITYAM.COM

London’s Silicon Roundabout is bursting at the seams with tech talent
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MPs launched a probe after controversy over some bosses’ bumper pay packets

ODEY SET TO VOTE DOWN
BARRICK BID FOR ACACIA
Investor Crispen Odey has backed a
Barrick Gold offer for Acacia Mining
in principle, but said he would not
accept the bid as it stands. Odey
Asset Management will reject offers
from Barrick unless they are open to
negotiation, according to a letter
seen by the Financial Times. It
comes after Barrick made an offer
for the shares it does not own in
Acacia. Its bid, which was criticised
as “low ball” and opportunistic by
analysts, came amid a major tax
dispute with the Tanzanian state.

BRITISH STEEL PROBE
DELAYED ON SALE FEARS
MPs have delayed an inquiry into
the collapse of British Steel until the
autumn, amid fears the findings
could hurt efforts to find a new
owner. The influential Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy
Committee group of MPs was set to
grill Marc Meyohas, a partner at
British Steel’s former owner
Greybull Capital, on 26 June.
Yesterday they pushed the hearing
back to September, after the House
of Commons returns from its
summer recess. The Official
Receiver is in the process of finding a
buyer for the company, which is still
trading after going into liquidation
last month. About 5,000 people’s
jobs depend on the efforts, while
the company supports around
20,000 more jobs in its supply chain.

MPs LAUNCH AN INQUIRY
INTO REGIONAL ECONOMY
The Treasury Select Committee
(TSC) has today launched a new
inquiry into economic imbalances
between the regions of the UK.

The committee raised the prospect
of the government producing
economic forecasts for each region
of the country. Nicky Morgan, the
former education secretary who
chairs the TSC, said it had become
“abundantly clear” that there were
“disparities and differences”
between the areas the MPs on the
committee represented. The launch
comes the day after the Institute for
Fiscal Studies (IFS) think tank
showed that median household
income stagnated in 2017-18 as the
falling pound pushed up inflation,
eroding people’s wages.

Government rejects executive pay reforms

CALLUM KEOWN

@Cal[umKeownl

THE GOVERNMENT’s response to calls
for stronger links between chief
executive pay and that of other
employees has been branded a
“missed opportunity” by MPs.

The Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) committee
had called for recent reforms to link

chief executive pay to the rest of the
workforce to be extended, for firms
to be required to appoint at least one
employee to remuneration
committees and to make better use
of profit-sharing schemes.

MPs investigated executive pay
after a number of bosses’ bumper pay
packets attracted controversy,
including former Persimmon boss
Jeff Fairburn’s £75m bonus.

The government welcomed the
committee’s recommendations but
stopped short of implementing the
new measures.

The BEIS committee had asked for
companies’ lowest pay band to be
included in pay ratio reporting
requirements — rather than the
median - and for all firms with over
250 employees to be involved, rather
than just listed companies.
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UBS apologises after economist’s
‘Chinese pig’ remarks cause storm

CALLUM KEOWN following an outbreak of African
swine fever.

In a morning note on Wednesday,
he said: “Does this matter? It matters
if you are a Chinese pig.

“It matters if you like eating pork
in China - it does not really matter
to the rest of the world.”

Donovan’s comments caused
outrage on Chinese social media.
State-run media outlet Global Times
said the economist had used

@CallumKeown1

SWISS banking giant UBS apologised
yesterday after comments from its
top economist referring to “Chinese
pigs” caused public outrage.

The bank’s global chief economist
Paul Donovan made the remarks in
reference to a rise in Chinese
consumer prices, which has been
driven by surging pork prices

“distasteful and racist language”.
“We apologise unreservedly for
any misunderstanding caused by
these innocently intended
comments by Paul Donovan,” a UBS
spokesman said yesterday.

“We have removed the audio
comment from circulation. To be
clear, this comment was about
inflation and Chinese consumer
prices rising, which was driven by
higher prices for pork.”

25% OFF
BREAKFAST, LUNCH

AND AFTERNOON TEA

IT’S BETTER
ON THE INSIDE

MAKEOVER Trump unveils paint job for
Air Force One in first redesign since JFK

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump yesterday revealed the new design for Air Force One,
utilising similar colours and styles to the Trump family jet. The revamp of
presidential private plane would be the first since President John F Kennedy.

Lioyds warns on
scams as victim
numbers hit 5m

CALLUM KEOWN

@CallumKeown1

MORE than 5m people in the UK have
fallen victim to financial scams as
fraudsters use more sophisticated
techniques to dupe the public.

A Lloyds Bank and YouGov survey
revealed 10 per cent of adults have
been scammed while a quarter said
they knew someone who had conned.

The bank urged consumers to be
vigilant and alert to threats as part of
a nationwide scams awareness week.

Fake emails and dodgy phone calls
were the most common ways fraud-
sters targeted victims, the research
revealed.

But the bank said social media,
company websites and text messages
had also become “hunting grounds”
for scammers.

Earlier this year, UK Finance chief
executive Stephen Jones warned
fraudsters were using Facebook and
Instagram to target millennials who
are “overly trusting” of social media.

Jones told MPs organised criminals
were using social media sites to scam
younger people aged under 30 at an

increasing frequency - Santander UK
also said a Facebook advertising scam
has caused it to close 900 accounts
a month.

Despite the survey results, 83 per
cent said they were confident they
would notice a financial scam and a
third said they had foiled attacks.

“We are a vigilant nation, yet it is
clear from our research that many of
us do still get caught out when it
comes to scams,” Lloyds Bank fraud
and financial crime director Paul
Davis said.

“Fraudsters have adapted to chang-
ing technology by using ever more so-
phisticated tactics making them
more difficult to spot.”

Davis encouraged people to discuss
fraud with friends and family, and
urged consumers to contact their
bank immediately if they suspected
they had been targeted.

The bank’s advice included check-
ing emails for spelling mistakes,
using up to date anti-virus software,
and checking the sender was a real
person. It clarified that a bank would
never ask a user to share account
details with staff.

Shares in Just Group jump as it
commits to new cost efficiencies

ANNA MENIN

SHARES in life insurance provider
Just Group closed trading 12.7 per
cent higher yesterday after chairman
Chris Gibson-Smith said he was
focused on “maximising shareholder
value, with no options excluded”.

Just shares have plunged 60 per
cent in the past year in the wake of
regulatory changes.

The firm said yesterday it was
developing a more capital- and cost-
efficient model, and plans to make
further cuts to loss-making initiatives.

In a statement ahead of its annual
general meeting, the life insurance
firm reiterated its plans to become
capital selfssufficient by 2022.

Nick Johnson, an analyst at Numis,
said: “Whilst we think drastic options
such as outright sale or run-off are
unlikely outcomes in the foreseeable
future, we think management
comments indicate the company is
working hard on solutions to improve
shareholder value”

He added: “there is a good
possibility of meaningful
developments in due course.”
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Train passenger
journeys soar to
arecord 1.8hn

ALEXANDRA ROGERS

@city_amrogers

RAIL passengers travelled 67.7bn kilo-
metres during the course of last year,
equivalent to flying to the moon and
back almost 88,000 times.

There were a record 1.8bn passenger
journeys in 2018-19, generating over
£10bn in revenue, the highest rate in
four years.

The number of rail journeys in-
creased from just under 51m in 2017-
18, after travel in London and the
south east saw a boost after two years
of decline.

The latest statistics by rail regulator
the Office of Rail and Road (ORR)
revealed the increase in passenger
revenue was largely driven by the
region’s rise in journeys, contributing
half of the total £10bn figure.

Journeys using ordinary tickets in-
creased on the previous year, while
passengers continued to shun season
tickets fell for the third year in a row.
Market share of season ticket journeys
came to 36 per cent in 2018-19, down
from 48 per cent a decade ago.

Paul Plummer, chief executive of
the Rail Delivery Group, which repre-
sents the rail industry, said: “Rail
companies are changing and improv-
ing today, running thousands of extra
services every week so that more
people can benefit from taking the
train and our communities are better
connected.

“The long-term decline in season
tickets, despite the continued growth
in commuting, shows that the rail
fares system needs to change to
match how people live and work
today. This is why we want to work
with government on proposals to up-
date regulation that would support
flexible working.”

The rail industry is currently await-
ing the findings of the Williams re-
view, which was commissioned by
transport secretary Chris Grayling in
the wake of last year’s May timetable
chaos, in which thousands of train
services were delayed, cancelled and
overcrowded. Former British Airways
chief executive Keith Williams is lead-
ing the review, and a government
white paper is due in the autumn.

T

Govia will run the franchise until November, with the option to extend until 2020

Chris Grayling extends rail giant
Govia’'s Southeastern franchise

ALEXANDRA ROGERS

@city_amrogers

TRAIN giant Govia has been awarded
an extension to the Southeastern
franchise until November, giving the
government more time to consider
who the new winner will be.

The Southeastern franchise, which
serves routes in and out of London,
Kent and East Sussex, was due to
expire on June 22, but will now
continue under the current operator
Govia until November, with an
option to continue to April 2020.

Southeastern is one of the
franchises that rival Stagecoach was
disqualified from bidding for over its
refusal to accept open-ended pension
liabilities with the government.

Shadow transport secretary Andy
McDonald said: “It’s never been
clearer that rail franchising is
broken beyond repair. Yet the
transport secretary today has simply
waved through another sticking-
plaster franchise extension on
Southeastern which will further
delay investment and the
introduction of new trains.”

DIGITAL GP STARTUP ZAVA
SECURES $32M FUNDING
Digital doctor startup Zava has raised
$32m (£25.2m) in series A funding led by
HPE Growth as it kickstarts an expansion
plan. The London-based platform,
which operates in the UK, Ireland,
France, Germany, Austria and
Switzerland, will use the funding to grow
its business in existing markets and
globally. Zava allows patients to consult
with doctors online and order
prescriptions to their home or a local
pharmacy. Interactions between
doctors and patients are based on
clinical questionnaires designed to save
both parties time, Zava said.

Sinceits launchin 2011, the online
doctor platform has engaged in 3m
consultations, and each month 100,000
patients use its services.

PWC HANDED £4.5M FINE
OVER REDCENTRIC AUDIT

The audit watchdog fined PwC more
than £4.5m yesterday for a “serious lack
of competence” in its audit of IT services
firm Redcentric. The Financial Reporting
Council slammed the auditor’s failure to
exercise professional scepticism
following an investigation after a £20m
black hole was found in Redcentric’s
accounts in 2016. The regulator said the
breaches were neither intentional,
deliberate nor reckless but were “of a
basic/fundamental nature, evidencing a
serious lack of competence in
conducting the audit work”. Two
partners, Jaskamal Sarai and Arif
Ahmad, were fined £140,000 each and
given a severe reprimand. PwC
apologised and said its work fell below
the professional standards expected.
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AUGMENTUM PUTS £8.5M IN
TIDE, MONESE AND DUEDIL
London-listed fund Augmentum Fintech
has ploughed a total of £8.5m in follow-
on investments into some of its
portfolio, following the news that it is
seeking to raise a further £150m in
capital from shareholders. The fund
invested £5m in banking fintech Tide
and £2.5m in competitor Monese,
following initial investments of £4m and
£5.3m respectively. Augmentum has
also invested a further £1m in Duedil,
following a £2m investment last year.
Chief executive and portfolio manager
Tim Levene said the firm continues to
“look for opportunities where we can
add value to a company in addition to
making a financial contribution,” as it
enters its second year as a public
company after floating last March.

25% OFF
ALL PURCHASES ONLINE

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS FROM
OVER 60 LEADING BRANDS
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GSK teams up with gene-editing
pioneers in drug discovery alliance

ANNA MENIN

PHARMACEUTICAL giant
Glaxosmithkline (GSK) has struck a
£67m deal with pioneers of a gene-
editing technology to help it develop
new drugs.

GSK, Britain’s largest drug maker,
will fund the new Laboratory for
Genetics Research over five years. The
lab will be jointly run with the
University of California and

researchers including professor
Jennifer Doudna, a co-inventor of the
Crispr gene-editing technology.

GSK shares initially rose 0.43 per
cent, but later levelled out.

Crispr works like molecular
scissors, and can be used to remove
and replace unwanted pieces of
genetic matter. The technology hit
the headlines last November after a
Chinese scientist claimed to have
“gene-edited” babies using it, to

widespread condemnation.

The new lab will test irregularities
in the human genome, tracking the
malfunctions they trigger in cells. It
is hoped this will help researchers
gain a clearer understanding of the
causes of cancers, and neurological
and immunological diseases.

Rivals are also making similar
partnerships, as both Bayer and
Vertex have separately teamed up
with Crispr Therapeutics.
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NO MONKEY BUSINESS Iceland ramps up

R Wiviiak

ICELAND Foods is aiming to speed up its store rollout this year, after its controversial
Christmas ad became the most-watched holiday commercial of all time last year.
The ad featured an orangutan suffering under the rise of palm oil in food products.

Social media_ ad
revenue at risk
amid harms row

JAMES WARRINGTON

@j_a_warrington

SOCIAL media firms risk losing adver-
tising revenue from UK businesses
unless they do more to protect users
on their platforms, marketers have
warned.

The Chartered Institute of Market-
ing (CIM) said businesses needed to
“carefully consider” whether they
should continue to advertise on social
media sites due to the failure to re-
move harmful material.

The government has unveiled plans
to crack down on the growing prob-
lem of online harms, and social
media firms could face fines if they
fail to properly police material posted
to their platforms.

But the latest warning suggests the
companies could also face heavy
financial losses from reduced adver-
tising if they fall foul of their respon-
sibilities.

Marketing and advertising is a key
source of income for social media
firms. Roughly 98 per cent of Face-
book’s $16.9bn (£13.3bn) fourth-quar-
ter revenue last year came from

advertising sales.

“As professional marketers we need
to carefully consider whether social
media is the right place for us to use
our marketing and advertising budg-
ets,” Mocky Khan, London chair of
CIM, told City A.M.

“In the UK alone our members and
the wider marketing community in-
vested nearly $52bn across digital
marketing platforms such as Face-
book and Instagram, and globally
marketing spend accounts for the ma-
jority of these digital firms’ revenues.
As marketers we trust and expect
them to share our work in a responsi-
ble manner with the public.”

A report published by CIM showed
just under half of teenagers have seen
harmful content on social media.

Yet two thirds of those who have
seen inappropriate content said they
either rarely or never report the posts,
highlighting the need for the tech
firms to tackle the issue themselves.

While internet companies have ac-
knowledged the need for change,
many have warned the government’s
proposals are unclear and could harm
the tech sector.

Cityfibre partners with Prysmian
for full-fibre broadband rollout

JAMES WARRINGTON

ahead with its £2.5bn rollout of the
superfast broadband network.

“We are focused on establishing a
supply chain that can deliver the
high-quality materials we need at
scale now and for the future of our
rollout,” said James Thomas, director
of supply chain at Cityfibre.

“We are delighted to have secured
Prysmian, a fibre manufacturer with
such a strong reputation, as a
strategic supplier for our rollout.”

The London-based firm plans to
reach 5m homes in more than 50 UK
cities by 2025.

BRITISH broadband operator
Cityfibre has tapped telecoms cable
giant Prysmian to supply equipment
for its full-fibre network.

The Milan-headquartered company,
which is the world’s largest cable
manufacturer by revenue, will supply
optical cable for both underground
and aerial application in an initial
two-year deal, Cityfibre said.

The multi-million-pound deal
comes as Cityfibre seeks to plough
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LONDON REPORT

K-focused shares
ship as the market

braces for Boris

HE mid-cap index slipped yes-

terday as Boris Johnson, a

prominent Brexiter, emerged

as the clear favourite to suc-

ceed Theresa May as Prime
Minister after the first round of a bal-
lot of Conservative politicians.

The FTSE 250 fell 0.4 per cent, its
worst day in more than a week. The
FTSE 100 ended roughly flat, with no-
table gains in plumbing products dis-
tributor Ferguson and packaging firm
DS Smith.

Companies trading ex-dividend were
the biggest fallers. Housebuilder
Persimmon and ad firm WPP gave up
more than four per cent.

Tesco recovered from losses earlier
in the session to end 0.9 per cent
higher, after flagging a slowdown in
underlying sales growth in its latest

quarter. Mid-cap Just Group climbed
12.7 per cent on its best day since De-
cember after its chairman said his
focus was on maximising shareholder
value with “no options excluded”.

Majestic Wine slumped 8.2 per cent
after it suspended its dividend due to
the sale of its retail business.

FTSE
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Food packaging giant Hilton has been hit by subdued first-half trading at Tesco,
its major partner. But the Huntingdon-based firm hopes to beef up its full-year
figures thanks to a new plantin Poland and its joint venture with Woolworths in
Australia. Peel Hunt gave Hilton a “hold” rating with a target price of 960p.
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Brokers at Liberum have issued a four-step improvement plan for Imperial
Brands’s incoming chair. It may sound like a drag, but Liberum insisted the Bristol-
based tobacco firm was still a very attractive investment opportunity. The brokers
reiterated their “buy” rating with a target price of 2,950p.

NEW YORK
REPORT

Wall Street
hounces back

S STOCKS rose yesterday after

two days of declines, as energy

shares rebounded with oil on
concerns of a supply disruption
following attacks on two tankersin
the Gulf of Oman.

US secretary of state Mike Pompeo
said the United States had assessed
thatIran s responsible for the attacks,
which occurred near Iran and the
Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth
of global oil consumption passes.

Oil futures settled more than two per
cent higher, while the S&P 500 energy
index gained 1.3 per cent, the most of
the 11 major sectors.

While the gains in energy shares
helped the market, the tanker attacks
added to potential worries for
investors.

Stocks have had a strong run in June
so far on hopes the Federal Reserve
will act to counter a slowing global
economy due to the escalating trade
war with China. The benchmark S&P
500 index is up about five per cent so
far for the month.

But caution ahead of the Fed
meeting next week and the Group of
20 summit at the end of the month
limited the day’s advance.

CITY MOVES WHO’S SWITCHING JOBS

DNB
The board of directors of DNB o

has appointed Kjerstin N
Braathen as new group chief " N
executive of DNB. Rune Bjerke | o g X

has notified the board that he o A

wishes to step down as of 1 ‘:«r‘;'ﬂ
September, after nearly 13 =

years as head of DNB. The ﬁ b
board of directors of DNB has

carried out an extensive

process to find the right

person to take over the baton from Rune. Kjerstin is
leaving the position as chief financial officer in DNB,
and before that, held the position as group executive

vice president for corporate banking. She worked in
the bank’s department for shipping and offshore for 13
years, and has been chair of the board of several of
DNB’s wholly-owned subsidiaries. Kjerstin comes from
Lillestrom, is married and has three children. Rune had
been group chief executive of DNB since January 2007.

JCDECAUX UK

JC Decaux UK has announced the appointment of
Mark Bucknell as chief commercial officer, following
the promotion of Dallas Wiles to co-chief executive in
April 2019. Mark Bucknell was previously director of
commercial trading at JC Decaux UK, a role he held
from 2018. In his role as chief commercial officer, Mark
will oversee a 180-strong commercial team covering

i client, agency and specialist partnerships, automated
i trading and campaign delivery. Mark joined JC Decaux

UK in 2006 as sales group head, becoming director of

i commercial strategy in 2016 and director of
i commercial trading in 2018. Before JC Decaux UK he

worked in various out-of-home advertising companies

¢ including Titan Outdoor and Maiden Outdoor.

IP GROUP

i IP Group, the developer of intellectual property-based
i businesses, has announced the appointment of

Aedhmar Hynes as an independent non-executive
director with effect from 1 August 2019. Aedhmar was

i chief executive officer of Text100, a digital
i communications agency with 22 offices and over 600

i consultants across Europe, North America and Asia.
i Through her consulting work she has advised and

supported many of the world's most important brands

i through digital transformation and technology

disruption. She is chairman of the board of trustees of
the Page Society, the preeminent industry body for

i chief communications officers of Fortune 500

companies. In 2016, she was appointed to the Advisory
Council of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Media Lab. She also serves as a board director of
Technoserve, helping entrepreneurs emerge from
poverty in the developing world. She is on the US
foundation board of the National University of Ireland,

¢ Galway and is a Henry Crown Fellow at the Aspen
i Institute.

To appear in CITYMOVES please email your career updates and pictures to citymoves@cityam.com

De La Rue shares drop after it flogs  Lights out for coal as
International security solutions arm SSE shuts Cheshire site

HARRY ROBERTSON

@henrygrobértson .

SHARES in UK security printing
company De La Rue fell yesterday after
it announced on Wednesday the sale
of its international identity solutions
business for £42m to British firm HID
Corporation.

HID will acquire De La Rue’s
international identity solutions
contracts, associated software,
passport assembly facilities in Malta,
and certain printing contracts of
security documents such as visas and
birth and marriage certificates.

The sale comes two weeks after De

La Rue’s shares slumped when it
announced its full-year results. The
security firm suffered an 80 per cent
plunge in pre-tax profit after losing a
key UK passport contract.

De La Rue shares fell as much as
3.4 per cent, before closing down 0.82
per cent at 303.5p.

It set out a three-year cost
reduction programme as well as a
reorganisation of the business
intended to deliver in excess of £20m
to mitigate the loss of the contract.

The company said on Wednesday
the sale of its international identity
solutions business will allow it to
“refocus” on identity-related security

features and components for things
like passports and IDs, where it said
there were better market
opportunities.

Chief executive Martin Sutherland
said: “After assessing all options, we
believe that exiting the end-to-end
identity solutions market is the right
one for the group and will deliver the
most value to shareholders.”

The news comes as the company
continues to lick its wounds after
failing to win the contract to print
Britain’s new post-Brexit blue
passports. Franco-Dutch company
Gemalto won the £490m contract in
March 2018 to print the passports.

| AUGUST GRAHAM

@Augu;iGraham

POWER company SSE will pull the
: plug on coal, it said yesterday, as the
i fuelis slowly phased out in the UK.

Its last plant, Fiddler’s Ferry in

: Cheshire, will close at the end of
i March 2020, under new proposals. SSE
¢ said it will consult with unions and
i the site’s 158 workers on the closure.

The plant has stood more or less dor-

{ mant, coming online for only 11 hours
i this year, SSE told City A.M.

Britain racked up its first fortnight

since 1882 without coal last month.

It has left the country’s coal-fired

plants struggling to make money.

Last week coal generated just 0.32
per cent of the country’s power. It
stood for around two thirds of electric-
ity production in the early 1990s.

SSE said the plant cost around £40m
to run last year.

It reduced capacity by a quarter to
1.5 gigawatt earlier this year by shut-
ting one of the site’s units.

Stephen Wheeler at SSE, said: “At
nearly 50 years old, the station is
unable to compete with more effi-
cient and modern gas and renewable
generation.”

This week Britain was put on a path
to net zero emissions by 2050.
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Is gender equality top of your agenda?

Time to roll out the red carpet for the women
who are transforming the finance sector...

ROFESSIONAL women often

’ attend networking events as a

way to meet like-minded fe-

male professionals. These fo-

rums are a great platform to

exchange advice, not just on how to

survive in the workplace, but how to
change it for the better.

But they also serve as a sobering re-
minder that there is still a lot that
needs to be done to level the playing
field between men and women in
our sector.

While gender diversity increasingly
captures the attention of board
rooms through initiatives such as the
Women in Finance Charter, when it
comes to the reality of gender bal-
ance in the workplace, there is still a
way to go.

Gender balance means equality at
all levels, not just in the boardroom.
The fact that the financial services
sector gender pay gap is more than
double that of the UK average, and
that it barely moved in the first year
of measurement, is a harsh wake-up
call to action.

At the current rate of progress, it
will take until 2043 to achieve gender
balance in leadership. The business
case makes clear that it is imperative
for us to build inclusive workplaces

Vivienne
Artz

that can put to use all the available
talent and ideas for the benefit of our
institutions and society as a whole. It
is good for business, and it is the right
thing to do.

Reports estimate that bridging the
gender gap at work would add £150bn
to the UK economy by 2025, so why is

gender balance not a business critical i

issue for all organisations?

During the early days of my career

in law and financial services, I became

aware of the need for sponsors. Not

only was this important to progress in
the corporate world, but it was also
critical to help navigate challenges,

including those uniquely faced by

women, and not their male peers.

Too often, women need to consis- i

tently and materially outperform

male peers to achieve recognition. I i

realised that, for many women to

achieve their goals, they had to be sig-
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Barry happens to
be the only man
in the meeting,
but he’s forever
manterrupting
every woman

in the room.
Perhaps he
doesn’t realise

Too often, nificantly better than their male he’s doing it. You
women need peers, while demonstrating addi- can find out just
to consistently tional characteristics that were not how much Barry
and materially necessarily required of men. dominates the
outperform Criteria for promotion and any ad-  conversation by
male peers vancement seemed to carry different downloading
to achieve rules for men and women. For many thisapp and
recognition industries and businesses, this re- using its timer
mains the case, and it is simply unfair. function to track
Industry awards are one way to help how often men
level the playing field by recognising and women talk
and celebrating individual and profes- during meetings
sional achievements. and conferences.

For me personally, they served as a
turning point when in 2016 I was

awarded the Women in Banking Fi-
nance (WiBF) Champion for Women
Award. This recognition gave rise to a
new sense of responsibility for me,
and I was determined to do more.

With the WiBF 22nd Annual Awards
for Achievement taking place today, it
is an opportunity for the winners - as
well as those shortlisted and nomi-
nated - to leverage the WiBF national
platform to amplify the great work
that they are already doing.

We can all help drive the conversa-
tion and enable individuals and firms
to understand the cultural and struc-
tural changes that we need to make to
deliver genuine gender balance in fi-
nancial services — not in 2043, but in
the next 10 years.

Although the current workplace is
still unbalanced, we have the ambi-
tion, talent and tools to deliver the
change that will transform our sector.
And that starts with celebrating at the
WiBF Annual Awards for Achievement.

We are hugely proud of our awards
alumni, many of whom have gone on
to top roles and have received further
recognition for their leadership, with
many OBEs among them for their di-
versity and inclusion work.

Let’s all do our part to recognise
and support female talent, and do
everything in our power to level the
playing field.

Vivienne Artz is president of Women in
Banking and Finance UK (WiBF).
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ACROSS

1 Universe sean

as an ordered

whole (B)

Mountain peak on

which Naah's ark

came to rest (6)

Give birth to (4)

Unexpected piece

of good fortune (7)

B Calm central regqion
of a cyclone (3)

12 Easily annoyed or
made angry (3-8)

15 Poerm with
complex stanza
forms {3}

b Homer's epic
poem (7)

18 Group of islands,
capital Suva (4)

¥ Flawer, the source
of saffron (6)

A Knot (8
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Canstruction built
by a spider (B)
Deep-water floor (8)
Palm starch used

in puddings (4)
Vehicles designed to
carnry passengers (4)
Polluted,
contaminated (7)
Conjecture (5)

One of the Seven
Dwarfs (5)

Either end of the sail
support of a squane-
rigged ship (F)
Propelling with

aars (6)

Make up one's

mind {8)

Bag made of hessian,
for example (4)
Compass point at
A0 degrees (4)
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Love him or hate him, Boris is
nicking the Marmite strategy

S THERE any brand in the his-
tory of advertising that has
come up with a slogan as ingen-
ious as Marmite’s “You Either
Love It Or Hate It™?

I'say this as someone who despises
Marmite. To quote the singer
Amanda Palmer lamenting her
partner’s love of this inexplicable
condiment, “it takes like sadness, it
tastes like batteries”.

But that’s precisely the point: Mar-
mite isn’t aimed at me, as its slogan
makes abundantly clear. Rather, it’s
aimed at everyone who doesn’t con-
sider the stuff liquid death, whose
food preferences suddenly become
a matter of identity.

You don’t just like it, the market-
ing goes, you love it.

Thus taste is transformed into an
us-versus-them form of tribalism.
More crucially, Marmite cannot be
criticised. Anyone who dares ex-
press their dislike is cordoned off
firmly in the “hate” camp, where
their views become irrelevant. It’s
not meant for us, we wouldn’t un-
derstand, so our feelings on it just
don’t matter.

And if you're in the “love” camp,
what is there to criticise? There is
simply no space for constructive di-
alogue about the merits and pitfalls
of Marmite in any context.

This psychological masterstroke
explains the phenomenon that is
Boris Johnson.

Boris (currently the only UK politi-
cian who can get away with being
called by his first name) looks set to
become our next Prime Minister,
scooping up 114 of the votes — more
than the next three candidates com-
bined - in the opening round of the

Tory leadership contest.

The vitriol that Boris evokes
among both the general popula-
tion and his political colleagues is
eyebrow-raising even by Westmin-
ster standards. He’s been called a
liar, a coward, a narcissist in the
vein of everyone’s most despised
blond despot, Donald Trump.

No other leadership contender
merited an entire counter-move-
ment to try to block him, code-
named Operation Arse because (to
quote an anonymous senior Tory)
“we called it that so we’d all be
clear who we were talking about”.

But with the hatred comes the
love. And not just love — a kind of
fanatical idolisation that renders
all criticism meaningless and all
transgressions immaterial.

Consider the launch of the Boris
campaign on Wednesday when,
after months of bunkersilence, he
finally got quizzed by journalists.

Sky News’ Beth Rigby asked an en-
tirely valid question about some
past comments in which Boris com-
pared Muslim women wearing the
burka to letterboxes. In the context
of the party’s growing Islamophobia
scandal, the candidate’s propensity
to say the most incendiary thing
possible to pander to the Tory base
should be a major cause for concern.

Rigby was literally jeered at by his
supporters in the room, who later
took to Twitter to vent their out-
rage that someone would dare dis-
respect a candidate so rudely by
reminding him of things he said.

Or take the former MP and lead-
ing Brexiteer Douglas Carswell
(once a Conservative, then a Ukip-
per, then an independent). Carswell

Rachel Cunliffe
Comment and features
editor at City AM

It's a brilliant way to
sell a yeast-spread,
but a reckless way to
pick a Prime Minister

is, unsurprisingly, in the “love
Boris” camp. He tweeted earlier this
week: “Prepare to see the Establish-
ment media, civil servants and opin-
ion formers throw everything they
can at Boris. Like all monstrous oli-
garchies, they are desperate to pre-
serve the old order”.

It is hard to think of an MP more
“old order” than Boris, who has as-
cended to power with the backing
of an exceptionally well-connected
family via Eton, Oxford, and a num-
ber of cushy journalism jobs.

There is nothing intrinsically
wrong with that trajectory - it’s as
absurd to say someone shouldn’t be
Prime Minister because of their priv-
ileged background as to argue that
they are automatically entitled to it.

But Carswell is trying to preemp-
tively neuter any legitimate criti-
cism of his favoured candidate - on
his patchy record as foreign secre-
tary, his nebulous plans for Brexit,
his habit of alienating colleagues -
by branding necessary scrutiny a co-

ordinated establishment attack. He
is basically dismissing any attempt
to hold a potential future Prime
Minister to account.

Boris may well be the best candi-
date to unify the fractured Tory
party, and perhaps his remarkable
appeal to such a wide range of au-
diences will help the country move
forward on Brexit. But he deserves
to be challenged, tested, and held to
the same rigorous standard as
everyone else running.

If Michael Gove is hauled over the
coals for a decades-old brush with
cocaine, so should Boris, who has
all but admitted to the same thing.

If Dominic Raab is pinned down
on his ineptitude as a member of
Theresa May’s cabinet, so should
Boris, who was one of the most dis-
astrous foreign secretaries in mod-
ern British history.

If Jeremy Hunt is accused of flip-
flopping in his attitude towards a
no-deal Brexit, Boris should face the
same music about the myriad con-
tradictions, half-truths, and U-turns
that have come out of his mouth
over the past three years.

Alas, any such interrogation is as
pointless as suggesting that Mar-
mite could do with a little less salt.
Boris is Boris, and can therefore get
away with feats of laziness, incom-
petence, or brazen incongruity that
would floor any other candidate.

If you love him, you will forgive
him any fault. If you don’t, you're
an establishment Remoaner out of
touch with British society, so noth-
ing you say matters anyway.

It’s a brilliant way to sell a brand of
inedible yeast-spread. But it’s a reck-
less way to pick a Prime Minister.

DNA samples and bedroom intrusions? The
abuse of migrants is a national disgrace

E LIVE in a time when

human rights are con-

sidered inherent to all

people, not just the

majority. Regardless of
race, sexual orientation, religious
beliefs, or any other distinguishing
trait, it is expected that your rights
are equal to anyone else’s.

Sadly, society is imperfect and our
fellow men and women sometimes
fall short of this expectation.

The news from last week that a
lesbian couple were brutally as-
saulted on a London bus because of
their sexuality stopped many of us
in our tracks. That such a violent,
misogynistic and homophobic at-
tack could occur in our capital
serves as a reminder that our expec-
tations around human rights still
do not always line up with reality.

Thankfully, there has been a loud
outpouring of disgust for the attack
and support for the victims. From
the most senior politicians to com-
mentators across the political spec-
trum, itis clear that such abuses will

not be tolerated in a free society.

But other assaults on human
rights are not so widely reported.
And there is one area where we can
be all louder: the crisis that is the
treatment of vulnerable migrants.

The Windrush scandal in 2018
drew attention to the exploitation
and unfair treatment of immi-
grants. But while these migrants
dominated the conversation at the
time, abuses continue to be reported
which garner far less publicity.

News broke this week that over
1,300 migrants were illegally forced
to provide DNA samples to submit
their applications for UK residency
- almost treble the figure that was
previously estimated. Some families
had their applications rejected be-
cause they would not provide these
samples — a gross infringement on
one’s right to privacy.

The Home Office has worked to
correct the error, issuing an apology
and reversing some of the decisions.
But this is not a one-off offence.

The “hostile environment” pro-

Kate
Andrews

moted under Theresa May’s time in
the Home Office has resulted in the
completely inappropriate treatment
of migrants, which we would never
tolerate if inflicted on UK citizens.

In February, we learned of fast-
tracked deportations and lengthy
detainments for Zimbabwean
refugees. In April, a Guardian ex-
pose revealed that genuine couples
were having their wedding cere-
monies broken up by Home Office
officials who accused them of hav-
ing a sham marriage and rifled
through their personal belongings.
It also found some migrants sub-
jected to home raids at dawn, to see
if the couple were sharing a bed.

If government officials stormed
any British couple’s home at dawn
to investigate their sex life, there
would be protests in the streets for
the victims of such an abuse.

If you choose to migrate to an-
other country, there are fair trade-
offs you must make in terms of
privacy and handing over data. But
these injustices go far past fair pol-
icy; they are direct abuses of funda-
mental rights that no person,
regardless of their residency status,
should be subject to.

Such human rights abuses do get
some degree of coverage, but we can
make sure that they get much more.

The mark of a free speech advocate
is someone who will stand up for the
right to express opinions completely
opposed to their own. The mark of a
human rights advocate is someone
who will help to spread the stories of
those who struggle to have their
voices heard.

Kate Andrews is associate director at
the Institute of Economic Affairs.
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TO THEEDITOR
Trading titles

Reading your excellent newspaper this
week, | was struck by the description in
two articles of Neil Woodford as a trader.
Given that he was also described as a
former star fund manager, | wondered
why he had gained the epithet of trader.
This is a badge of honour in some circles
but often has pejorative connotations. If a
fund manager makes a number of poor
decisions, do they become a trader? Is
there a level of volatility or relative
underperformance that can only be
explained by a trading strategy? Is this a
subtle way in which the fund
management industry can distance itself
from the Woodford debacle? Whatever the
case, it does appear that Woodford’s
investors thought they were gaining
access to top-class fund management
skills and got something else.

Andrew Boyle, chief executive, LGB &
Co. Limited

" BEST OF
TWITTER

Not long since people said Boris
Johnson's problem would be getting
on the ballot - he ended up winning
more MP votes (114) than the next
three candidates put together.
(@georgeeaton

Truly bizarre watching Britain from
abroad these days. Rory Stewart just
compared Boris Johnson to the
deposed King Charles |, saying if
Johnson prorogues parliament to
push through Brexit no-deal then MPs
will sitin Methodist Hall across the
road and “bring him down”
@dannyctkemp

The yearis 2023. The warisin its
fourth bloody year. The forces loyal to
the Stewart Parliament have been
forced ever northwards. The
parliament now sits in Carlisle,
waiting for the return of its leader,
who set out three months ago to walk
to York.

@flashboy

I do not support this strategy, but
what’s to stop Prime Minister Johnson
waiting until the start of October and
then calling a general election for
October 31? Parliament can’t stop
Brexit while it’s prorogued for an
election.

@MrTCHarris

I meet and talk to “foreign
governments” every day. | just met
with the Queen of England (U.K.), the
Prince of Whales, the P.M. of the
United Kingdom, the P.M. of Ireland,
the President of France and the
President of Poland. We talked about
“Everything!”

@realDonaldTrump

Prince of Whales sounds like a Netflix
anime series about a sad but beautiful
prince whose only connection is with
the kingdom's last Whale. In the final
episode, it turns out the Whale is his
mother, and their spirits join to
become a mecha

@HKesvani

Finally, the whole keeper of the privy
seal thing makes sense...
@Annaisaac
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DEBATE

It’s no mystery who is behind
the Gulf of Oman attack, or why

RIME is terribly revealing. Try

and vary your methods as you

will, your tastes, your habits,

your attitude of mind, and

your soul is revealed by your
actions.” So wrote Agatha Christie,
beloved author of the Hercule Poirot
crime novels.

At the time of writing, there is a
good deal in the foreground that re-
mains unknown about yesterday’s at-
tack on two tankers in the Gulf of
Oman. The Japanese-owned and Nor-
wegian-owned ships remain afloat
just south of the Strait of Hormuz,
with their 44 crewmen having been
rescued by the Iranian navy, after
both catching fire.

Precisely what munitions were used
to knobble the tankers is unclear. Pre-
dictably, following the incident, the
global price of oil spiked by fully four
per cent.

While the foreground remains
murky, the background is clearer. De-
spite their expected denials, there can
be little doubt that Iran lies behind
the attack, either directly or through
the sponsorship of its Houthi rebel al-
lies, fighting Saudi forces for control
of Yemen.

No, Poirot does not have to stop
growing vegetable marrows to help
the international community solve
this mystery. Simply put, Tehran had
the motive, means, and opportunity
to perpetrate the crime.

As always in political risk, the key
question is: why? Or more exactly:
why now? On 8 May 2018, Donald
Trump overturned the key foreign
policy legacy of the Obama adminis-
tration, declaring that the US planned
to withdraw from the Iran nuclear
deal, known as the Joint Comprehen-
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sive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Declaring that the accord was
among the worst ever negotiated, the
Trump White House made clear that
it had no intention of trying to woo
Iran in from the cold, using trade and
a relaxation of sanctions to entice it
behave as a status quo power and to
halt its nuclear programme, in the
hopes that over the years it would be
tamed to the point that it no longer
desired one.

Rather, the Trump administration
views the JCPOA as a sucker’s bet,
wherein an economically strength-
ened Iran, now with debilitating sanc-
tions removed, would simply out-wait
the rest of the world. Within the
course of a generation, and without
straying from the terms of the JCPOA,
this economically emboldened Tehran
would instead simply start up its nu-
clear programme once the JCPOA’s
time limits ran out, and waltz into the
nuclear club with few questions asked.

Iran is trying to
tap-dance on the
line of outright
conflict with the US

Editorial Editor Christian May | Deputy Editor Julian Harris
News Editor Josh Martin | Comment & Features Editor Rachel Cunliffe
Lifestyle Editor Steve Dinneen | Sports Editor Frank Dalleres

Determined to avoid this happening,
the White House moved to a position
of “maximum pressure” on the mul-
lahs, re-imposing US sanctions, threat-
ening European countries (which still
hewed to the JCPOA) with loss of ac-
cess to the vast US market if they con-
tinued doing business with Iran, and
announcing its intent of sanctioning
the whole of the Iranian energy indus-
try, the life-blood of the country.

This latter initiative, even if only
partially achieved, would drive a
stake through the heart of the Iran-
ian body politic.

This is Iran’s defiant response: that,
just short of war, it can make itself
such a nuisance on the international
stage that Europeans would plead
with the US to at least halt its un-
remitting pressure on the already en-
feebled Iranian economy.

Iran is trying to tap-dance on the
line of outright conflict with the US,
without falling off of it into actual
war. Tehran is illustrating that the
price to be paid for its continued os-
tracism will be an increasingly high
one for the global economy, as it can
disrupt assured global energy sup-
plies at will, all the while claiming a
semi-plausible deniability.

This is brinksmanship of the first
order, and amounts to a major global
political risk for the foreseeable fu-
ture. Poirot may not be needed to sort
this tangle out; a statesman of vision
surely is.

Dr John C. Hulsman is senior columnist
at City A.M., a life member of the Council on
Foreign Relations, and president of John C.
Hulsman Enterprises. He can be reached
for corporate speaking and private
briefings at www.chartwellspeakers.com.

Creative Director Billy Breton
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Ahead of Cannes Lions next
week, is the festival still relevant
to the advertising industry?

Of course Cannes is still relevant.
Whatever you think of it as a festival, or
its infamous excess, it champions
creativity. That week on the French
Riviera celebrates the most creative
work from around the world and
promotes ideas that push the
boundaries of what we consider
“advertising”

Yes, more and more of that work has
been designed only to win Lions. But
even those agency initiatives serve as a
guide to what we, as an industry, could
and should be doing as best practice.

Cannes inspires clients and agencies
to try harder and to push further by
embracing the successes of those
trailblazers who define what comes

When in Cannes, do as the creatives do.
Except these days, creatives are few
and far between.

Theindustry is so little about
creativity anymore, it’s no wonder that
the biggest yachts all belong to tech
firms and management consultancies.
But this was inevitable. The so-called
celebration of creativity has for a long
time been little more than an industry
self-congratulating itself.

Great marketing is driven by messages
that resonate with customers and
genuinely drive return for a brand. But
the ads that win awards are those that
please the advertising industry alone.

Is that a benchmark we should be
aiming for? Pleasing only that bubble?
It is surely more appropriate to focus on

Distribution helpline

If you have any comments about
the distribution of City A.M.
please ring 0203 201 8955, or
email distribution@cityam.com

Commercial Sales Director Jeremy Slattery | Head of Distribution Gianni Cavalli

YES

RORY HAMILTON

A

next. It takes us away from the day-to-
day of the industry, offering a rare
chance to immerse ourselves in the
best work from around the globe.

What comes next is shaped at Cannes.
Nothing helps raise your game than
being around the best of the best. And
the rosé doesn’t do any harm.

Rory Hamilton is chief creative officer
and partner at Boys + Girls.

NO _
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CHRIS DONNELLY

what actually moves the needle for
brands. Anything else is just self-serving
noise, like most awards and industry
accolades these days.

Cannesis just an industry knees-up.
It’s interesting certainly, but relevant?
Ask instead what is actually relevant to
your clients - especially those
weathering the Brexit storm.

Chris Donnelly is founder and
managing director of Verb Brands.

Our terms and conditions for external
contributors can be viewed at
cityam.com/terms-conditions

Printed by West Ferry Printers Ltd,
Kimpton Rd, Luton LU2 0SX
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250 CITY ROAD, EC1V

NEW BUILD

NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON THE MARKET THIS WEEK

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE LONDON PROPERTY MARKET
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Berkeley Homes is launching a collection of 670 sqft one-bedroom
apartments at its huge 250 City Road development this weekend. The 48
new homes can be configured based on the buyer’s preference, and are
located throughout the new 36-storey Valencia Tower, where residents
will benefit from a rooftop yoga terrace and a 20 meter swimming pool.

UPTON GARDENS, NEWHAM

BATTALION COURT, WOOLWICH

COOPERS’ LOFTS, WANDSWORTH

CITYAM.COM

From £339,000

From £348,000

From £580,000

A collection of 28 one, two and three-bedroom
apartments are launching in Chapman House, part of
Barratt London’s new Upton Gardens development in
Newham. The homes are located on the historic old
Boleyn Ground football stadium, and residents will
benefit from a car club, on-site gym, rooftop terraces,
family play areas and landscaped grounds. The
apartments are available to move into from April 2020,
Upton Park tube station offers a 15 minute commute
into the City, and Help to Buy is also available.

i bedroom apartments, set across a pair of six storey
blocks, are part of the area’s broader regeneration,

The first homes have gone on sale at Bellway
London’s new Battalion Court development in
Woolwich. The collection of 65 one, two and three-

which will include the opening of a new Crossrail
station offering direct transport links to the City. The
homes will benefit from either a private balcony or
terrace area, and landscaped communal gardens. 23
affordable homes are available for locals and workers.

Buyers can live in the Grade-Il listed former Young’s
brewery, as a collection of 14 loft apartments go on
sale tomorrow at Greenland’s Ram Quarter

i development in Wandsworth. The studio to four-

bedroom apartments incorporate double-height
spaces, mezzanine levels and beamed ceilings, with
period characteristics such as timber windows,
exposed brickwork and ironworks reflecting the site’s
heritage as a booze factory. The site is a four minute
walk to Wandsworth Town station.

A collection of 47 one, two and three-bedroom
apartments are on sale in The Hyde, phase four of

: Barratt London’s Hendon Waterside development on
i the banks of the Welsh Harp Reservoir. Many of the
: apartments overlook a landscaped private courtyard,

while The Green park runs through the development’s
communal outdoor space. Shared Ownership is
available on a selection of the apartments. Hendon
railway station is a seven minute walk away, and offers
services to St Pancrasin 17 minutes.

OCall 033 3355 8496 or visit barrattlondon.com

Sculpture inthe F
City is back - what
can you spot?
P22

O For more information visit bellway.co.uk

FOCUS ON

. Buyers are
~ flocking back to

~ | Shepherd's Bush
o P24

OCall 020 3751 3190 or visit theramquarter.com

P30

i O Call 033 0057 4065 or visit barrattlondon.com

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Peter Cook's
Hampstead
home on sale



London. Property. We get it.

We put service at the heart of everything we do and
stop at nothing until we deliver the result you need.

Book a valuation or view more properties at kfh.co.uk

South Kensington SW7
£2,881 pcm / £665 pw

Flat
Furnished

1 &2 092 |=c

For sale

St. John's Wood NW8
£2,250,000

Fraohold = /=T =

020 7586 8001
stjiohnswood.sales@kfh.co.uk

Marylebone NW1
£950,000

| _
gﬁsre of Freehold [g] ! é ! ﬁ L I_:C

020 3040 6380
southkensington.lettings@kfh.co.uk

020 7486 5551
marylebone.sales@kfh.co.uk

Kinleigh Folkard & Hayward

Fees may apply. Visit kfh.co.uk/lettingsfees for more information.

N7 Proud winners of Best Overall
@ Sales at the Best Estate Agent
" QGuide Awards 2019
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ALL WOMEN AT ALLBRIGHT

This sumptuous,
women-onl|
members’ clubisa
design masterclass,
says Laura Ivill

ast month we reported on the

Russell Sage Studio-designed

Home Grown private mem-

bers’ club for entrepreneurs

and business angels - a Drag-
ons’ Den aimed at helping successful
start-ups make the next step. It’s one of
a number of niche clubs springing up
in the capital, where our social net-
works aren’t just virtual. This week I'm
looking at the London clubs aimed
specifically at women.

The Grace in Belgravia, for instance,
is thriving, with its discrete “power
luxury” vibe (gracebelgravia.com), and
it will be joined this summer by fun ‘n’
funky brand The Wing, a fast-growing
import from the US. It launches with
unashamedly millennial-pink interiors
(the-wing.com).

The allwomen AllBright Club on
Rathbone Place has now outgrown its
single townhouse, so the co-founders,
two British businesswomen and entre-
preneurs, recently opened a much big-
ger sister-club in Mayfair’'s Maddox
Street. Members include the actor
Naomi Harris, campaigner Sarah
Brown and Sunday Times Style editor-
in-chief Lorraine Candy, whom you
may spot at the programmed events,
workshops and live music nights.

Five floors and two terraces were gut-
ted, and entrusted to the creative
hands of interior designer Suzy Hood-
less (who runs an all-women practice,
suzyhoodless.com) to transform into a
relaxing light-filled home-from-home.

The emphasis has been on respecting
the heritage of the site by recreating
marble fireplaces, elegant plasterwork,
timber floors and panelled walls,

S TR

while infusing the social spaces with
Hoodless’s personal style - mid-cen-
tury inspired seating, such as Eames
chairs in ice blue, and lots of pattern,
texture, colour and comfort. The
cherry on the cake is the curated and
evolving 20th-century art collection by
Beth Greenacre, who was David
Bowie’s art curator.

Hoodless’s choice of fine wools and
houndstooth checks references Savile
Row suits to anchor the interiors and
balance the feminine touches, such as
flower tablecentres and sumptuous
velvet upholstery in paintbox colours.
Interior glass doors give both privacy
to flexible spaces while letting the
lightin.

The second floor is a wellbeing area,
with fitness studio, treatment rooms
and a hair and beauty studio. There’s
also a private GP, nutritionist,
acupuncturist and physiotherapist,
along with a full spa menu. The salon
is decorated with cobalt blue wallpa-
per in a print by the magnificent

Interiors at the all-women AllBright
Club, featuring design by S

French Fauve artist Raoul Dufy.
Wallpaper also makes a statement in
the powder rooms, such as Pierre
Frey’s ikat-style Taraz, and Christo-
pher Farr Cloth’s Cactus Flower Fuch-
sia, along with high-gloss ceilings and
coloured glazed tiles. The colours and
textures flow seamlessly from room to
room - including the two restaurants,
three bars, co-working spaces and loft-
style events space and terrace, with
plastered walls and greenery a-plenty.
Founder member Beth Greenacre’s
inaugural art hang shows works by 80

CITYAM.COM

women artists spanning almost 60
years, mostly referencing the female
form. It’s not only engaging but proves
how quality art with something to say
can lift a space. As AllBright says:
“When women come together, great
things happen.”

AllBright private members’ club
for women is at 24-26 Maddox Street,
London W1S (allbrightcollective.com).
Memberships from £375 for 6 months
plus £200 joining fee
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isurefacilities on-site

Pavilion Square from £400,000

Waterfron
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t 1ll from £497,500

CALL 020 3773 5743 TO RSVP TODAY

&

ROYAL ARSENAL
RIVERSIDE

ROYAL BOROUGH OF GREENW/CH, LONDON

The Officers’ House from £482,500

On-site
Crossrail
forthcoming

One of the Capital’s
best connected
developments

The
Waterside Club
Including 20m
swimming pool
and 24hr concierge

A

Beautiful
homes

>

Creative district
Set torival in size &
scale of Southbank

N
P

Shopping,
cafés, bars
& restaurants

for your future

Proud to be a member of the
Berkeley Group of companies

Join us on Saturday 15 June for our First Time Buyers event.
Be the first to see our new Showhome and take advantage of
this fantastic opportunity to buy with London Help to Buyt at
Royal Arsenal Riverside.

Enjoy stylish modern living in a superb location at this exciting riverside
destination, with a forthcoming on-site Crossrail station, on-site Thames
Clipper Pier, plus National Rail and DLR stations only 300m away.

A
ELIZABETH LINE
A 4

ﬁelp

to Buy

Backed by
HM Government

@ @ @ @ ®
ROYAL ARSENAL CANARY WHARF  LIVERPOOL STREET BOND STREET HEATHROW
WOOLWICH 8 MINUTES” 14 MINUTES" 22 MINUTES" 50 MINUTES"

Sales & Marketing Suite Open 10am to 6pm (Thursdays until 8pm)
Imperial Building, No. 2 Duke of Wellington Avenue, Royal Arsenal Riverside, Woolwich, London SE18 6FR

www.royalarsenalriverside.co.uk

Prices and information correct at time of going to press. Photography of The Waterside Club is indicative only. Computer generated images are indicative only. fLondon Help to Buy terms and condition apply.
*Approximate travel times for Crossrail taken from Royal Arsenal Woolwich. Source: www.crossrail.co.uk

Berkeley

Designed for life
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| have a small

portfolio of rental

Bropertles Will |
e affected by
the recent ban
on tenant fees?

Gabrielle
Roberts
Senior
Associate,
BDB Pitmans

he short answer is that if

you are renting out prop-

ertiesin England under an

assured shorthold ten-

ancy, students let or li-
cence, you are going to be affected
by the recent ban on tenant fees. It is
now unlawful for you or your letting
agent to charge any fees other than
those which are prescribed by the
law.

The Tenant Fees Act 2019 which
came into force on 1 June 2019
means that landlords and letting
agents are no longer able to charge
fees to set up or renew a tenancy for
homes in the private rented sector in
England. This means that landlords
will be responsible for the costs of
setting up, renewing or ending a
tenancy and will not be able to
charge tenants for references,
immigration and credit checks,
guarantor forms, inventory, cleaning
and administration costs, or renewal
and check-out fees.

In addition, security deposits are
capped at five weeks’ rent for
tenancies where the annual rent is
less than £50,000 a year, or 6 weeks’
rent where the total annual rent is
£50,000 or above. Arefundable
holding deposit (to reserve a
property) is capped at no more than
1 week’s rent.

The ban on tenant fees applies to
new or renewed tenancy
agreements signed on or after 1
June 2019. For tenancies entered
into before 1 June 2019, landlords
and letting agents will still be able to
charge fees until 31 May 2020, but
only where these are payable under
an existing tenancy agreement. Fees
that have been charged to a tenant
before 1 June 2019 do not have to be
paid back.

Atenant cannot be evicted using
the section 21 procedure until the
landlord has repaid any unlawfully
charged fees or returned an
unlawfully retained holding deposit.

Sanctions that may be imposed on
landlords or letting agents for
breaching the Act range from a fine
of up to £5,000 for a first offence, to a
criminal conviction and an unlimited
fine for subsequent breaches, and
possible inclusion on the Database
of Rogue Landlords and Property
Agents.

The fees ban was introduced to
improve affordability and eliminate
the upfront fees which could prove
prohibitive to those on low incomes
or with little disposable cash, and to
improve transparency so that
tenants know what they are paying
for, and to prevent agents from
double charging both tenants and
landlords for the same service.

The long-term impact of the ban
on letting fees will not be known for
some time, but from a landlord’s
perspective it could ultimately
improve the rental market as a
whole if more people are
encouraged to rentin the future as a
result of the ban.

CITYAM.COM

SCULPTURE IN THE CITY

SERIES INDUSTRIAL
WINDOWS I, BY
MARISA FERREIRA
Located beside City
A.M’s office on
Cullum Street, this
series of windows is
created from
stainless steel and
coloured acrylic
glass. Visit to give
them aniillicit spin.

BRIDGING HOME,
LONDON (2018),
BY DO HO SUH
This traditional | w ;
Korean house, the L
artist’s childhood
home, appears to
have ‘fallen’ onto
the Wormwood
Street footbridge.
How careless.
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SCULPTURE
IN THE CI'T

The City’s biggest arts event is
back - now you can find world-class ¢
sculptures literally on your doorstep |

SITE OF THE FALL (2019),
BY REZA ARAMESH

This larger-than-life, hand-
carved male body can be
found on Bury Court

CLIMB (2011), BY JULIANA CERQUEIRA LEITE
This three-metre-tall obelisk can be found on
Mitre Square - City A.M. cannot be held
responsible should you choose to worship
forbidden deities beneath its mysterious shaft

Plaza outside of Fenchurch Street
Station - which one is your Arcadia?

ARCADIA (2007), BY LEO FITZMAURICE
There are three of these signs in the City:
99 Bishopsgate, Lime Street, and the
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ROYAL

ALBERT
WHARF

THE ROYAL DOCKS

Lyle Building
Next phase of

. < %}""..., | Shared Ownership
| al IS apartments

Launching this

almost over.. e

Surrounded by air, water, space and light, enjoy London life
at your pace with stunning [, 2 & 3 bedroom riverside
apartments available with Shared Ownership’.

-e- 7 min walk from Gallions Reach DLR

One bedroom apartments starting from £81,250 for a 25% share

nhgsales.com

Contact us: -
020 3797 3650 / royalalbertwharf.com 7 Notting Hill)

"Notting Hill Genesis terms and conditions apply. Shared Ownership affordability and eligibility criteria apply. Guide price is
based on purchasing a 25% share of a one bedroom apartment, full market value of £325,000. Travel times are approximate N
and taken from Google Maps. Images featured are for indicative purposes only. Pricing correct in June 2019.
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LANDLORDS,
STRESSING OVER

dafogho

CITYAM.COM

Dougie Gerrard heads to the shopping mecca of W12

hat’s the largest shop-
ping centre in Europe?
If you answered the
Moscow Aviapark, as of

hunters should be able to find a one

bedroom for less than £350,000.
“Shepherd’s Bush has something

for all tastes, being made up of a

and those climbing the first rung of
the property ladder. “A large num-
ber of families move here specifi-
cally to be within the catchment

oneywise lastyear you wouldno  mixture of period conversions and  zone for its primary schools, many
’ cusTomER longer be correct. Since its £600,000  purpose built properties,” says Char-  of which are rated as outstanding by

M I ss E D R E NT H AWARDS million extension, the crown hasbe-  lotte Cowper, Director at Dexters  Ofsted,” says Cowper.
¥ longed to Westfield, a 1.6 million  Shepherd’s Bush. The diversity of its Connectivity is also key to its ap-
WE VE GOT TI{leIOSTsED sqft collosus that squats in the housing stock means that the local peal. Shepherd’s Bush is serviced by
LANDLORD heart of Shepherd’s Bush. property market is somewhat hap- both the Central and Hammer-
Yo U COVE R E D INSURANCE However, anyone concerned that hazard: house prices average atover  smith and City lines, and the over-
Direct Line shopping is all Shepherd’s Bush has  £1.1 million, a thumping £500,000 ground, meaning most of London

Do financial difficulties mean your tenants
can't pay their rent? Unlike other insurers

we'll pay back any unpaid rent up to £250,000,

until the issue is resolved. Cover as part of
Legal Expenses add-on.

Qualifying criteria apply. Residential landlords only. Eviction notice must
have been correctly served before you can claim. Restricted claims for
existing tenants in the first 90 days when product first purchased

CAN YOUR
LANDLORD INSURANCE
DO THAT?

GET INSURED WITH
PRICES FROM £114.

to offer needn’t worry: W12 is a ver-
itable cultural hub. If you don’t be-
lieve me, ask local resident Dominic
West, or Carey Mulligan and her
beau Marcus Mumford. The Who'’s
Roger Daltrey and Pete Townshend
were both born here, and Joe Strum-
mer met Mick Jones in a local squat.

Yet even with such rich cultural
history, Shepherd’s Bush is still
vastly cheaper than neighbouring
Notting Hill or Kensington, super-af-
fluent areas only a stone’s throw
away. Flats, which made up 80 per
cent of sales in 2018, sell for an av-
erage of £525,000, though bargain

Area highlights

Shepherd’s Bush Market boasts a dizzying
variety of freshly cooked food, fabrics from

more than the London average.
Flats are only £35,000 more expen-
sive than the rest of London.

“When it comes to stepping up the
ladder locally, buyers can expect to
transact for over double the average
value of a flat,” says Frances Clacy,
research analyst at Savill’s. “That
bigger jump has meant that when it
comes to their next property, Shep-
herd’s Bush movers will often head
farther west to places like Acton or
Ealing for a family home.”

Despite this economic drift, the
majority of those buying property
in Shepherd’s Bush are still families,

around the world, and anything else you might

fancy. The Bush Theatre is one of the best

can be reached in reasonable time.
Perhaps more than any other part
of the city, West London is a seedbed
of mixed-income communities,
with rich and poor living cheek to
jowl. So while Shepherd’s Bush is
largely affordable, there’s plenty
here that’s suitable for the ultra-
wealthy. Period properties around
quaint, bucolic Brook Green regu-
larly sell for north of £4 million,
while houses near Holland Park -
an absurdly regal place with a
Japanese Garden and an ostentation
(ves, this is the correct noun) of pea-
cocks - can go for oligarch prices.

Shepherd’s Bush

©

placesin London to see new, exciting plays -
though if you want something a bit livelier,
catch a show at the Shepherd’s Bush Empire.
Drop by The Defector’s Weld on the way home
for a curative pint. It has everything a modern
pub should: gastro-quality food, a range of
craft beers on tap, and an elegant upstairs bar.
Hungry visitors should pay a visit to Abu Zaad,
a restaurant offering a wide array of traditional
Middle Eastern cuisines. If you fancy a different
culinary tradition, try Shikumen, which offers
authentic Chinese fare in slick, dim-lit
surrounds. For an after-dinner tipple, head to
the Albertine Wine Bar, a cosy place that does
charcuterie along with a range of wines.

10% of customers paid this or less between
1 July and 31 December 2018
Excludes add-ons

Abu Zaad Albertine

Bush Theatre
The Defectors Weld

Shepherd's Bush market

Shikumen

direct line

Underwritten by U K Insurance Limited

AREA GUIDE
02 Shepherds Bush Empire
DETACHED SEMI  TERRACED FLATS
© Call 0345303 1660 £793333  £1465279 £988,084 £497,167
P Search Direct Line Landlord TRANSPORT Source: TfL
Time to Canary Wharf 36 mins
Time to Liverpool Street 23 mins

Nearest train station Shepherd’s Bush




Brand new 1 & 2 bedroom apartments ready to

RENT NOW

FIND OUT MORE

020 3815 1021
cityparkwest@foliolondon.co.uk
Search ‘City Park West Folio’

L[i[o

LONDON

Computer Generated image is indicative only. Correct at time of distribution.



MOVETO
THE MANOR
THIS SUMMER

A collection of 1, 2 & 3 bedroom
apartments available for private
sale. Selected apartments ready
fo move into this summer.

For more information contact:

020 7531 2500

HOME OWNERSHIP STARTS WITH US

Please speak to our sales consultant for further information.
Times and distances are indicative only and sourced from tfl.gov.uk

Enjoy central London living in the
manor with just a 10-minute walk
to Elephant & Castle tube, Zone 1.
Without question, this is one of the
most exciting new developments
in the centre of London.

Prices from £467,500

Call now to book your viewing:
020 7531 2500

manorplacedepot.com
manorplacedepot@savills.com

nhgsales.com ==

 Notting Hill)

Genesis



CITYAM.COM

FRIDAY 14 JUNE 2019

HOT PROPERTY 27

The next door neighbour effect is over

David Johnson
Managing
Director and
Co-Founder
of INHOUS

ooking back to four or five years

ago when Prime Central Lon-

don property prices were boom-

ing, it became commonplace to

buy in a neighbouring borough
if out-priced more centrally.

Buyers who could no longer afford
Belgravia looked next door in Chelsea,
and those searching for property in
Chelsea moved into neighbouring Ful-
ham instead. However, with prices tak-
ing a dip, we are noticing that the
‘next door neighbour effect’ is starting
to reverse somewhat. Areas within
Prime Central London are becoming
attainable once again and the British
buyers are back.

Middle Eastern and Russian buyers,
so prevalent in Prime Central London
some three or four years ago when the
market was soaring, are now being
matched by UK buyers returning to
areas of London where they may have
been previously out-priced.

These British buyers are more often
permanent residents, using their prop-
erties as London boltholes or full-time
homes, and the life and soul is once
again returning to these prestigious
boroughs. Here are the Prime London
boroughs coming back into favour.
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BELGRAVIA

The beauty of Belgravia is its central lo-
cation, within walking distance to
Sloane Square, Knightsbridge, Maryle-
bone and Fitzrovia. It boasts some
lovely little pockets; neighbourhoods
such as Eton Square and Chester
Square, along with new, trendy areas
popping up such as Eccleston Yards. A
favourite street among the team at IN-
HOUS is Kinnerton Street, a hidden av-
enue that no-one really knows about,
yet is just a short stroll away from
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Knightsbridge. Belgravia remains pop-
ular with international purchasers, but
wealthy British buyers are now starting
to return to the area seeking properties
as their central London bolthole.

CHELSEA

If Belgravia is the elegant, slightly more
mature relative, Chelsea offers a
younger vibe and remains hugely pop-
ular with European and UK buyers. The
children of wealthy families living in
Belgravia frequently opt to buy in
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neighbouring Chelsea which is a bit
more affordable. Centrally located,
close to the river and with excellent
schools, Chelsea has enduring appeal,
and with new developments around
Chelsea Barracks and nearby Battersea
Power Station it looks set to remain top
of the list for many affluent London
property buyers.

NOTTING HILL
Notting Hill is an eclectic but equally
high-end neighbourhood. Properties

here are generally very large, there is
excellent schooling and the area offers
a more artsy, alternative atmosphere.

Residents are generally young profes-
sionals and it’s especially popular
among French buyers. A great com-
muter district with superb connections
into central London and to Heathrow,
it’s a great option for those who travel
a lot for work or pleasure.

66

UK buyers are
returning to areas
where they have
previously been
out-priced

WHEN TO BUY?

Buyers looking to purchase in these
popular Prime Central London neigh-
bourhoods should take advantage of
the current sluggish property prices be-
fore they bounce back. Savills are pre-
dicting that house prices in Prime
Central London will climb 6 per cent in
2021, with a 12.4 per cent overall rise in
prices between 2019 and 2023. With
Brexit due at the end of October 2019
and market optimism rising, there
could be a limited window of opportu-
nity to snap up property in these desir-
able areas before prices escalate.

BOW RIVER VILLAGE

LONDON E3

Backed by
HM Government

5

to Buy

STUNNING 2 & 3 BEDROOM RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS

Bow River Village is an award winning new residential
quarter which is firmly establishing itself as Bow's new

go-to place to live.

2 Bedrooms

Includes a select number of stunning ground floor
2 bedroom, duplex apartments with riverside views.

from £512,000

www.bowrivervillage.co.uk

0300 030 1054

Selling Agent

$

SITESALES

ppppppppppppp

l.L Prices and details correct at time

3 Bedrooms
from £600,000

Southern
Space

Iy

FIRST TiME buyer

of going to press. *Stamp Duty

Paid as an allowance upon Legal

Completion on 2 and 3 bedroom

apartments in Grattan Court
only. For reservations before

30th June 2019 further
T&C's apply.




THE ULTIMATE
RIVERSIDE
ADDRESS

AN EXCLUSIVE COLLECTION OF
TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENTS AND

TWO AND THREE-BEDROOM PENTHOUSES
IN THE HEART OF THE CITY, JUST MOMENTS
FROM LONDON'’S FINANCIAL CENTRE

- LIMITED AVAILABILITY.

Discover next level City living in an iconic
waterfront setting. Immerse yourself in
hotel-style resident amenities, including
20-metre pool and spa, fitness suite, residents’
lounge, business suite and 24-hour concierge.

Knight
nFrar?k

Images are for illustrative purposes only and may include optional upgrades at an additional cost. Prices and availability correct as of 11.06.2019.

MOVE IN TODAY FROM £1,999,995

For a private appointment call
+44 (0)20 7423 1211

LANDMARKPLACEEC3.COM

BARRATT
— LONDON —



MILLHARBOUR

Discover
your dream

o
Computer genegated image”™ i

As standard:

— Enviable Zone 2 location
— Surrounded by bars & restaurants

— Amtico floors, quartz worktop,
high spec appliances

RNRRRRNIIT S
U T | AV

LIBERTY

AT CROSSHARBOUR

with zero
compromise
on location

1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments in E14
available through Shared Ownership

Prices start from £110,625* for a 25% share

Where would you choose?
Book your viewing today

For more information contact:

020 3504 /181

nhgsales.com/docklands

HOME OWNERSHIP STARTS WITH US

nhgsales.com/docklands

/Notting Hill)

—

* Prices correct at time of going to press. The figures shown are for a one bedroom apartment at Liberty at Crossharbour, priced at E110,625 for
a 25% share, based ona full market value of E442,500. Affordability and Eligibility criteria applies; CGI's used for illustrative purposes only
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PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

OWN PETER COOK’S HOME

5 : '-.'.“:*.”‘:‘t’: L e
PERRINS WALK, HAMPSTEAD, £5M
- = e = -".T‘,ﬂ

Gt

The Hampstead Village house with its interesting architectural features
and thoroughly modern refurb, making this a highly desirable property

| | The comedian lived at the works daubed on the walls creat- . in this house due to its enviable loca-
A Stu nnin g) u Al q u e four storey Hampstead ing a delicious contrast with the AREA GUIDE: N3 tion in Hampstead Village, the high
h ouse once Village house from 1974 dramatic architecture. His quality of the recent refurbishment,
until his death in 1995, widow Lin Cook wrote in her ~DETACHED  SEMI  TERRACED FLATS and the added cachet of the Peter
OWﬂed by one O]C and regularly hosted memoir of her late husband £3.6m £3.3m £2.1m  £994,000 Cook connection,” says James Morton,
VT soirees for the great and that “Peter’s home was his cas- director at Dexters Hampstead.
B 1 ta N ) S gre ate St good of the entertain- tle... Anyone who saw it from  Time toKings Cross 20 mins “Perrins Walk houses are highly de-
. g ment industry, with the the garden, would be reminded  Time to Liverpool Street 30mins  sirable as they so rarely come to the
comic min d S Rolling Stones and the of fairy tales. It looked that en-  Nearest tube station Hampstead  market being just steps away from
Pythons among his es- chanting.” all the attractions of the village. The
teemed guests. . o S The remodeled and bedroom suite, two further bed- area has always been a magnet for
ou might not believe it from Cook was =T i interior now fea- room suites including a master bed- academics, artists and media figures
these pictures, but this known to adore i ‘/ tures an open room with vaulted ceiling and with the variety of interesting archi-
house was once the centre the house, " plan kitchen dressing room on the second floor, tecture on offer, the wide open space
of the universe for a genera-  which he deco- and dining and a study with glass doors opening  of Hampstead Heath and proximity
tion of British avant garde rated in his area, a first onto aroof terrace at the top. to central London.”
creatives. It’s the former home of inimitable, ec- = floor reception It features Victorian-style leaded, in-
satirist Peter Cook, and the site of centric style, S B verted strawberry windows designed e
some of the greatest parties of the with sponta- _\3" Peter Cookinhis by renowned architect Norman Evill. For more information go to
1970s. neous art- 1-. \ 1970s heyday “We are anticipating a lot of interest  dexters.co.uk or call 020 7433 0273



TRADERS'
QUARTER

ROYAL WHARF

Ei6

BRAND NEW TWO

BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE WITH FREE FURNITURE PACKAGES’

AVAILABLE TO RENT NOW

020 5815 0135
SEARCH ‘TRADERS QUARTER FOLIO’
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Jeica

CITY AM CLUB

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

The world’s most exciting camera-maker
partners with the City A M. Club

istory can be written —
or it can be
photographed. For
more than 100 years,
famous photographers
from around the world have been
capturing once-in-a-lifetime
moments with their Leica
camera. Based in the heart of the
City, the Leica Store City is the
hub for those interested in seeing
and creating great photography.
Leica, as one of the world’s most
prestigious and respected camera
manufacturers, has a unique
heritage defined by over 100
years of innovative craftsmanship
and knowledge,
leading to the
foundation of a
loyal client base  *
who appreciate
the discreet
design and hand-
built nature of its
products.
“For more than
a century Leica has
been inspiring creativity
and helping people to become
photographers,” says Jason
Heward, Leica UK managing
director. “Our stores are
destinations where we can
connect on a deep experiential
level through our galleries and
our Akademie. People come to
the store to see great
photography, attend workshops
and discover how to take
beautiful images. This is what
Leica does and has always done.”
From the renowned Leica M-

System to the instant Leica Sofort
camera, the Leica Store City lets
you experience photography in its
purest form. Much more than a
retail space, the store invites
photography enthusiasts -
amateurs and professionals alike
- to get hands on with one of
Leica’s iconic cameras, attend a
book launch or view great works
in the upstairs gallery space.

BE A PART OF THE LEICA CULTURE
The store is also home to the
Leica Akademie, Leica’s premier
workshop programme that aims
to inspire a new generation of
photographers. The mission of
the Leica Akademie
is to celebrate the
joys of
photography, share
knowledge and
bring a complete
Leica experience to
all photography
enthusiasts. Courses
at Leica Store City
cover a range of
topics from street

photography, portraiture or even
food photography. In addition,
Leica Store City offers one-to-one,
bespoke sessions.

City AM. Club members receive
10 per cent off at Leica City Store.
They are also eligible for buy one
get one free on Bitesize
Photography Workshops, and 15
per cent off bespoke corporate
workshops.

Discover and sign up at leicastore-
uk.co.uk

.
HOW TO JOIN THE CLUB

The City A.M. Club is your passport to the
City, giving you access to networking
opportunities, events and exclusive
offers. City A.M. has collected more than
50 partners, each providing a totally
unique, curated experience for City A.M.
Club Members. They range from leading

lifestyle brands, to your favourite
restaurants.

An annual membership costs £240 -
an amount that could easily be recouped
in a matter of weeks. To apply, log on to
our Club website at club.cityam.com. We
look forward to seeing you on the inside.

For more information, visit: CLUB.CITYAM.COM

CITYAM.COM

RECOMMENDED
EXPERIENCE

SECRET CINEMA PRESENTS

BY STEVE DINNEEN

You can tell Secret Cinema has be-
come part of the entertainment in-
dustry hegemony by the fact it’s been
allowed access to the fiercely-
guarded James Bond IP.

Perhaps the most ambitious of the
company’s “live screening” events to
date, a vast space in a secret London
location has been transformed into
not just one movie set, but the kind
of globe-spanning operation that’s
come to define the Bond franchise.

It’s a marvel of set-design, with the
various locales from Casino Royale
feeling distinct and fleshed-out. The
“zones” are linked by a central air
port hub, complete with departure

ART
GET UP STAND UP NOW

BY STEVE DINNEEN

Somerset House attempts to con-
dense more than five decades of cre-
ative output by black artists into a
single coherent exhibition — a wildly
ambitious project, but one that’s not
entirely successful.

That’s not to say there aren’t some
outstanding pieces on display -
throughout the scattershot show are
gems both large and small. There’s
Richard Mark Rawlins’ superb photo-
graph Empowerment, which shows a
black power fist emerging from a cup
of tea, skewering the hackneyed idea
of ‘Englishness’, especially as viewed
from abroad. Or there’s Zak Ove’s
Umbilical Progenitor, an Afrofuturist
astronaut suit adorned with African
beads and tribal motifs, which hints
at the exclusion of black people
from the stereotypical science narra-
tive, and at the fact much of this
legacy, directly or not, is built upon
their labour.

Ove’s role isn’t just artist — he’s also

boards and a baggage carousel,
where you will encounter villainous
figures and double agents.

Part of the fun is filling in your
metaphorical James Bond bingo
card, with recognisable characters
popping up in locations familiar
from six decades’ worth of movies.

The event also features the kind of
product placement that’s become
synonymous with the franchise, with
partners including Omega and Vir-
gin Atlantic helping to add some cap-
italist  authenticity to the
proceedings.

Central to the whole thing, of
course, is the casino, where audience
members - all of whom look appro-
priately fabulous - can spend their
thousand dollar bills at the poker ta-
bles. As the night unfolds, set pieces
involving dozens of actors take place
around you, and, without spoiling
the details, they’re more extravagant
than ever.

The production brings in creative
director Angus Jackson, who re-
cently worked on Don Quixote,
Julius Caesar and Coriolanus for the
Royal Shakespeare Company. The in-
fluence of a traditional theatre di-
rector is noticeable, with an
over-arching narrative that’s more
cohesive than those in recent Secret
Cinema productions - within min-
utes of entering the casino, my
guest and I were targeted by actors
and tasked with tracking down a
rogue agent, with documents being
exchanged and a trail set through
the vast space.

The film itself hasn’t aged espe-
cially well since its 2006 release - a
scene in which Bond sucks the fin-
gers of a crying woman does not pass
the #metoo sniff test — but that’s
largely incidental. This is as much
fun as I've had in nearly a decade of
attending Secret Cinema events, and
that is high praise indeed.

the show’s curator, taking as his
starting point his Windrush genera-
tion father Horace Ove’s films about
the black experience.

So far, so good. But the very space
seems to conspire against this show.
Located in the gallery’s West Wing,
it’s squished into a series of class-
rooms-sized rooms, artificially impos-
ing barriers and limiting a sense of
flow. It’s also just too much work to
curate. A taxidermied calf in a suit

stands next to a famous musician’s
clarinet, which is in the same room
as a piece questioning the use of
black bodies in advertising. There are
works by artists as diverse as Chris
Ofili, Peter Doig and Steve McQueen.
There’s enough material here for 10
exhibitions, and, I suppose, that’s the
point: there should have been 10 exhi-
bitions, but black art has been chron-
ically under-exhibited. For that
reason alone, it’s worth a look.
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RECOMMENDED

BY DOUGIE GERRARD

Written by Frank Cottrell Boyce and di-
rected by first-timer Carl Hunter, this
unorthodox drama combines droll
English comedy with visual eccentric-
ity, like the product of a chance meet-
ing between Wes Anderson and Alan
Bennett in a Merseyside pub.

Bill Nighy plays Alan, a retired tai-
lor with a redoubtable intelligence
and a set of quirks that he uses as a
kind of emotional shield. Many years
ago, Alan’s son left home in the mid-
dle of a game of Scrabble and never
came back. He has searched for him
ever since, and Nighy skilfully con-
veys the sense of a life consumed by
loss and longing, even as Alan recoils
from raw feeling, instead retreating
into his habits.

Accompanying Alan on his quest is
his second son Peter (Sam Riley), who
quietly resents the uneven distribu-
tion of his father’s affection, which
he feels was withheld from him and
lavished instead on his missing
brother. This is a film of richly lay-
ered emotion, but it is also pro-
foundly English, and so any drama is
buried beneath meaningful glances
and fraught discussions about the
tactical intricacies of Scrabble. At
points it is very funny, the most
memorable sequence being a clever
detour in which Alan turns Scrabble
Shark and hustles a couple out of 200
quid by pretending to have a limited
vocabulary.

Boyce is best known for his collabora-
tions with Danny Boyle and Michael
Winterbottom, but here his writing is
more theatrical than cinematic. The
droll, elliptical dialogue is full of hid-
den significances, resembling Harold
Pinter in the way that conversations
are dragged out with seemingly point-
less minutiae. Like Pinter, Boyce’s char
acters often speak most meaningfully
when saying nothing at all.

The influence of Wes Anderson on
the movie’s aesthetic is also clear: it is
filmed in a storybook style, makes ex-
tensive use of cutaways, and some
scenes are intentionally lofi, filmed
using a green screen and set against a
colourful, pastel-painted landscape.

RECOMMENDED

KISS MY GENDERS
BY STEVE DINNEEN

Since reopening last year, the Hay-
ward Gallery has become, for my
money, the best pound-for-pound ex-
hibition space in the country. While
lacking the square footage or clout of
the Tate Modern, it’s become a haven
for both pioneering installations and
daring retrospectives.

Its latest show doesn’t disappoint. It
tackles gender fluidity and non-bi-
nary identities at a time when trans-
rights have become a flashpoint in
the global ‘culture wars’.

While trans artists and entertainers
are more visible than ever, we still
live in a world in which Jordan Peter-
son became famous for refusing - at
least in theory - to use the preferred
gender pronouns of his students.
And just this week Childline was pil-
loried for firing trans activist
Munroe Bergdorf following an online

These visual affectations are not al-
ways warranted, and in a more showy
film might have been insufferably
twee. But Boyce’s writing is delicate
and restrained, and Nighy’s typically
deadpan performance is ably sup-
ported by Riley, who is terrific as Peter.
This is a lovely film, light and funny
and charming.

THE HUMMINGBIRD PROJECT (15)

BY JAMES LUXFORD

In the Hummingbird Project, two high
frequency traders (Jessie Eisenberg and
Alexander Skarsgard) hatch a plan to
build a fibre optic cable across the US
in an attempt to get stock information
a millisecond faster than their com-
petitors, making them millions.

A drama about high speed internet
cable is a tough sell in a summer of
Avengers, genies, and John Wick, but
Kim Nguyen’s film carves out a niche
of'its own, avoiding the normal tropes
of'a Wall Street thriller (no cigar chew-
ing moguls or hectic trading floors).

Instead we witness and slow and
steady tale of victory by inches - or in
this case, milliseconds. It’s not espe-
cially breathtaking, but this cautiously
paced chess game quietly holds your
attention as you wait to see which side
comes out on top. Nguyen (2012’s War
Witch) is determined to tell a story
that doesn’t lean on sensationalism,
and while for the most part he suc-
ceeds, I wonder wonder what this film
might have been with a little more
flourish.

Chiseled Tarzan heart throb Skars-
gard is unrecognisable as twitchy
coder Anton, perfectly paired with
Eisenberg as mastermind Vincent,
who delivers a more sympathetic take
on his persona from The Social Net-
work. The two create a affectionate
bond, brimming with nerdy aggres-
sion. Adding stakes to the story is
Salma Hayek, gloriously ruthless as
the brothers’ former boss determined
to destroy them at any cost. Their per-
formances give the film accessible
hooks - after all, greed, power, and ob-
session are easier to understand than
stocks and land agreements.

The Hummingbird Project’s slow
pace means it’s no edge-of;yoursseat fi-
nancial thriller, but smart casting
makes it a slow burner that’s just
about worth your patience.
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backlash against her appointment.

Much of the show is dominated by
photography, with depictions of al-
ternative gender identities, ranging
from straight-forward documentary
pictures of drag queens to manipu-
lated images that cast their subjects
in the role of superheroes. A
shapeshifting series by Martine
Gutierrez shows the artist covered
with fruit, or adorned with seafood,
her appearance constantly in flux.

As you move deeper through the ex-
hibition, the space itself begins to re-
flect the work. One installation is
draped with latex, another circled by
a corridor of chintzy electric-pink
curtain. The smells and textures are
transportive.

Often video installations feel like an
afterthought - here they are the main
event. Jenkin van Zyl’s feverish film
about a fictional fetish club in the
Atlas Mountains is located at the end
of a red-lit corridor. After entering
through a curtain made of knotted
ties, you find yourself in a cinema
that’s equal parts Mad Max and a Vaux-
hall sex dungeon, its triptych of
screens lined with barbaric weapons
and nasty-looking sex toys. The 30-

minute film is brilliantly filthy, as if
the love-child of Derek Jarman and
Sarah Kane was trying to make a Stan-
ley Kubrick film about rutting.

Another film is shown in an en-
tirely white space in which you have
to put special slippers over your
shoes. It shows a Latin American
trans woman standing in a not-very-
salubrious park, a clutch of micro-
phones set up in front of her as if she
were about to deliver a press confer-
ence. The scene slowly rotates, show-
ing the reactions of passers-by,
exploring how trans people can be
made to feel like something as sim-
ple as walking through the park can
be viewed as a performance or state-
ment.

Elsewhere is a dress mounted on a
plinth inscribed with the names of
all 25,000 people known to have died
from AIDS-related illnesses, a sombre
reminder of the existential crisis that
rocked the queer community. The
original piece was worn by the artist,
Hunter Reynolds, at the Institute of
Contemporary Art in Boston in 1993.

Kiss My Genders is loud and com-
bative and fascinating — another win-
ner for the Hayward.
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THE PUNTER Bill Esdaile previews tomorrow’s racing at York

RACING TRADER

OOKING out of the window, it is
hard to believe we are fast ap-
proaching the middle of June
and Royal Ascot is just days
away.

The rain continues to beat down and
even though it is set to be replaced by
sunshine this time next week, the fore-
cast for the next few days remains very
unsettled.

Conditions won’t be a problem for the
Sir Michael Stoute-trained MEKONG,
though, who looks the one to beat in to-
morrow’s SKy Bet Race To The Ebor
Grand Cup Stakes (3.00pm).

The four-year-old caught the eye with
a really nice reappearance, finishing
second behind Ascot Gold Cup-bound
Dee Ex Bee at Sandown last month on
ground that was definitely too fast for
him.

He looked really good on the two oc-
casions he encountered heavy ground
last season and with plenty of rain
about he looks set to get his ideal con-
ditions.

With Ryan Moore booked to ride, he
looks banker material and the 11/8
available looks the bet of the day.

Connections could have easily waited
for next week’s Royal Ascot meeting
with a few options open to him but
have instead opted to run here on soft
ground.

Weekender looks his biggest threat on
paper, although I'm not sure he would
want the ground to get really bad.

Austrian School only finished a head
behind my selection at Sandown last
time but will find it hard to turn that
form around, particularly if conditions
worsen.

Plenty of familiar faces line up for the
JCB Handicap (2.25pm) earlier on the
card with GET KNOTTED grabbing my
attention now the rain has come.

Michael Dods’ seven-year-old has won
at York three time in his career and has
a host of decent placed efforts at the
track too, including in this very race 12
months ago.

A couple of those course victories have
come with the word ‘soft’ featuring in
the going description and he has bits
and pieces of form on heavy ground
should things get really bad like last
weekend.

He has slipped down to a mark of just
92 which is 31bs lower than when he
won at the track last July.

Admittedly he was a bit disappointing
at Thirsk when last seen in action the
best part of a month ago, but he had
previously shaped well enough on his
reappearance at Doncaster.

At 9/1 with Coral, he looks worth an
each-way punt in a trappy looking
handicap with plenty in his favour.

Favourite Aljady rates an obvious dan-
ger and could still be ahead of the hand-
icapper.

One that could go well at a massive

MEKONG
T0 BE THE
SOURCE

OF MOORE
STOUI,
WINNERS

TOMORROW’S BIG RACE AT YORK

Going: GOOD TO SOFT

3 00 SKY BET RACE TO THE EBOR

iv4

GRAND CUP STAKES (LISTED)
(1) £28,355 1m6f

m.
no
Mo
M@

DOWNLOAD THE FREE RACING POST APP CH

23-193 AUSTRIAN SCHOOL(23)(0)(6,5A)

M Johnston 4 9-0..
Runs: 18 Wins: 5 Places: 6

6152-7 BUZZ (57) (AS)

H Morrison 5 9-0
Runs: 12 Wins: 4 Places: 2
4458-5 DESERT
D Elsworth 5 9-0...
Runs: 20 Wins: 3 Places: 6

............. P J McDonald -
£158,629

... D Tudhope -
£86,026
SKYLINE (29) (P) (GS)
................. G Mossek -
£265,559

4 630269 GLANY GORS (5) (8

D Thompson 7 9-0
Runs: 29 Wins: 4 Places: 7

£33,714

RACING PeST

5  46-884 GOLD MOUNT (77) (6F)

'm\ | Williams 6 9-0.... ...A Atzeni -
Runs 27 Wins: 7 Places: 6

£1 479,992

Q 6  3-5114 MAKING MIRACLES 23)0)c6.)
M Johnston 4 9-0........ H Bentley -
Runs 18 Wins: 4 Places: 6 £202,229

n. 1412-2 MEKONG (23) (D) (HYA)
Sir M Stoute 4 9-0....ccrrens R L Moore -
Runs: 10 Wins: 3 Places: 3 £137,894
e 8  /5444- RAHEEN HOUSE(231)(C,D)(G,GS)
(3) W Haggas 59-0.... ....James Doyle -
Runs: 15 Wins: 3 Places: 3 £144.912

2018: Marmelo 59 0, R L Moore 11/8F (H Morrison), 8 ran.
*BETTING: 5/4 Mekong, 7/2 Austrian School,

- 13/2 Raheen House, 7 Making Miracles, 8 Gold Mount,

12 Desert Skyline, 25 Buzz, 100 GlanY Gors

price is GOLDEN APOLLO for the in-form
Tim Easterby.

He was fifth in this race 12 months
ago off a 4lbs higher mark and has
some decent form on soft ground.

The only negative would be the seven
furlong trip as that stretches him a lit-
tle, but at 20/1 I'm prepared to give him
an each-way chance.

Finally, the most valuable race on the
card is the Pavers Foundation Catherine
Memorial Sprint Handicap (3.35pm)
with the ground a major worry for the
bulk of them.

Dazzling Dan really impressed in a
good race at Newmarket last time and
may be hard to beat despite the 4lbs
rise.

This son of Dandy Man has won on
soft ground before and may not yet
have stopped improving.

However, at the prices, I'd rather

CITYAM.COM

Sir Michael
Stoute’s Mekong
holds a great
chance at York

chance my arm with a small each-way
bet on Richard Fahey’s COSMIC LAW at
around 16/1.

This time last year he was heading to
the Coventry Stakes having won a soft-
ground Woodcote Stakes at Epsom by
six lengths.

Things didn’t really go to plan for the
rest of the season, but he showed plenty
of zip on his reappearance run at
Chester having been gelded and looks
worth taking a chance on at a big price.

E2 @BillEsdaile

POINTERS TOMORROW
Get Knottede/w  2.25pm York
Golden Apollo e/w 2.25pm York
Mekong 3.00pm York
CosmicLawe/w  3.35pm York

Ladbrokes

HORSE RACING

WHERE THE
NATION PLAYS

ODDS BOOST

HATS OFF T0 A FREE ODDS BOOST!

3 free Odds Boosts to use on the races of your choice today
Available online & mobile

DOWNLOAD
THE APP

GETITON

}’ Google Play

WHEN
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STOPS

™

®
BeGambleAware.org

)

RACING ODDS BOOST: Staking and max boost limits may apply. Odds Boost token/s will appear in your ‘My Account’ section and on your bet slip if applicable to the market selected. Applies to singles on each race at the stated meeting today. Tokens available from first log in from 12pm each day. Some deposit types, markets and bet
types may be excluded. Ladbrokes rules apply. Full terms at ladbrokes.com. 18+ PLEASE BET RESPONSIBLY begambleaware.org - Need Help? Call the National Gambling Helpline on 0808 802 0133
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RACING TRADER

Bill Esdaile
previews the
weekend’s
highlights from
Sandown, Chester
and Chantilly

[==== VERY racecourse seems to
have a Ladies’ Day but tomor-
=== row it’s Randox Health Gentle-

men’s Day at Sandown, where
b there will be beer tasting, ar-
cade games, live music and the Style
Award.

On the racing front, the highlight of
the card is the Listed Randox Health
Scurry Stakes (2.05pm) over five fur-
longs.

With all the rain that has fallen this
week, the ground is sure to be testing
and I'm not sure if any of the nine
runners want it genuinely soft.

Instead, I'm focussing on the Ran-
dox Health Handicap (3.15pm), where
a ticket to Royal Ascot might be in the
offing.

Currently rated 95, GREENSIDE could
sneak in at the bottom of the weights
for next Wednesday’s Royal Hunt Cup
if he lands this prize and the 5lb
penalty that comes with it.

Henry Candy’s eight-year-old made
an eye-catching reappearance when
denied a clear passage before run-
ning on to take fourth in a strong 24-
runner renewal of the Spring Cup at
Newbury.

There were no such traffic problems
next time up at Windsor, where he
won going away from a decent field
and was put up 41bs as a result.

Intentions were to then run Green-
side at Sandown in the Whitsun Cup
Handicap, but conditions came up too
quick and he was rerouted to Ladies’
Day at Epsom where he finished third

F i

Greenside suited by soft groun
on Gentiemen’s Day at Sa

in the Investec Mile Handicap.

Three of the first four home trav-
elled in the leading quartet that day,
with Greenside the only one settled in
mid-division and he was unable to eat
up enough ground to trouble the
eventual winner.

A return to softer ground in a race
that will hopefully have a bit more
pace on will suit and he still looks
fairly well-treated off 95, just a 11b
higher mark than when winning this
very race in 2017.

He’s 6/1 with Coral to repeat the feat
tomorrow and that looks about the
best bet on the whole of the card at
Sandown.

Up at Chester there’s a pot of

£30,000 up for grabs in the Whitley
Neill Handcraft Gin Handicap
(2.40pm).

That prize money has tempted some
of the big yards to send their horses to
the Roodee, including Waldstern for
John Gosden and Prefontaine for
Roger Varian.

The former was once considered a
Derby prospect, but he’s been kept
back and this will be his first run
since finishing fourth in the Listed
Zetland Stakes at Newmarket in Octo-
ber.

He may still have a big future ahead
of him, though that certainly won’t
be at stud as he was gelded in late
April, and could be the one to beat if

i
sy

fulfilling the potential he showed as
a two-year-old.

Prefontaine returned to the sphere
with a good run on his reappearance
at Sandown last month, narrowly de-
nied by a fitter horse in the shape of
Lord Lamington.

He’s set to come on plenty for that
run and is likely to be there or there-
abouts once again.

However, in what looks a fairly open
betting heat, with no less than five
horses vying for favouritism, the pref
erence is for LARIAT at 6/1 with Lad-
brokes.

He’s yet to finish outside of the first
three in six career starts and thor-
oughly deserves to get his head in
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Greenside (left, red cap)
can build on his third at
Epsom last time out

. D
Wil

front after a hat-trick of seconds this
season.

Maybe the most notable of those et-
fort was behind Sam Cooke over
course and distance at the start of
May.

He showed his liking for soft ground
that day and the winner was immedi-
ately earmarked for a crack at the
King George V Handicap at Royal
Ascot. 3 @BillEsdaile

POINTERS TOMORROW

Sandown
Chester

Greenside e/w  2.05pm
Lariat e/w 2.40pm

Rouget’s French Oaks hope can Commes home In front

HOUGH not quite the same as

Aidan O’Brien’s domination in

this year’s Derby with seven of
the 13 runners, Jean-Claude Rouget
looks to have a firm grip on Sunday’s
Prix de Diane (3.05pm), known as the
French Oaks, at Chantilly.

He saddles four fillies in the race,

headed by COMMES who was last
seen flying home late to just be

denied by a nose in the French 1,000
Guineas.

That’s the strongest piece of form
held by any of Rouget’s runners and
I expect her to lead home his
quartet, if not the whole field at
odds of 5/1.

Siyarafina, trained by Alain de
Royer-Dupre, has been marked up as
the 6/4 favourite and is the obvious

danger.

The unbeaten daughter of Pivotal
didn’t run as a two-year-old but has
looked very impressive on her three
starts this season.

She won comfortably on debut at
Saint-Cloud over a mile, before
winning the Prix du Louvre over the
same distance on her next start, and
then followed that up by landing the

Group One Prix Saint Alary over
1m2f on her most recent appearance.

The question is, are you prepared to
get involved at 6/4?

Though she soundly beat Commes
over a mile on that second start in
the Prix du Louvre, things may play
out a little differently over an extra
two furlongs.

Commes is having her first crack

over the distance and, given there’s
plenty of stamina in her pedigree,
I'm prepared to take a chance on her
at the prices.

POINTERS SUNDAY

Commese/w  3.05pm Chantilly
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CRICKET TRADER

Runs can flow at
Southampton’s
hatting paradise

S THE second week of the
Cricket World Cup draws to a
close, a number of sides still
look to have genuine aspira-
ions of getting their hands on
the trophy.

Two of those sides are England and
the West Indies who go head-to-head at
the Hampshire Bowl in Southampton
today.

For the host nation, it has been a solid-
enough start to the tournament.

A potentially tricky opener against
South Africa was overcome in impres-
sive fashion, with four of England’s top-
five passing 50.

Eoin Morgan’s side were then de-
feated by Pakistan in a high-scoring en-
counter at Trent Bridge, where despite
centuries from both Joe Root and Jos
Buttler, they were unable to chase down
Pakistan’s total of 348.

That defeat raised a few question
marks about the pre-tournament
favourites and although they thrashed
Bangladesh in their most recent outing
by 106 runs, those concerns still linger.

The English batting continues to im-
press though, with Jason Roy’s swash-
buckling 153 against Bangladesh the
highest score of the tournament so far.

Jonny Bairstow also passed 50 for the
first time in the competition in that
game and it’s clear that if England are
wanting to go deep in this tournament,
the topfive must continue the form
they have showed so far.

The bowling, however, has left plenty
of room for improvement.

Despite being the leading wicket taker
in ODIs since the last World Cup, Adil
Rashid has taken just two wickets so far,
conceding 142 runs in the process.

Chris Woakes has looked ineffective,

Charlie Robertson previews England’s Cricket
World Cup match against the West Indies

Jason Roy scored 153, the highest score of the tournament, against Bangladesh

while Mark Wood has proved expensive.

The one shining light has been Jofra
Archer, whose pace and aggression con-
tinue to cause opposition batsman all
sorts of problems.

Today’s opponents, the West Indies,
are a dangerous side to dismiss as they
seek a first World Cup in 40 years.

Jason Holder’s men possess an excel-
lent blend of youth and experience,
with the return to a round-robin format

(aptain Morgan to lead from fron

AFAEL Nadal at Roland-Garros,
Tom Brady at the Super Bowl and
Tiger Woods at the Masters.

Some sportsmen just seem to turn it
on when they are in familiar
surroundings and Eoin Morgan at the
Hampshire Bowl is no different.

Since that dismal day four years ago
when England were dumped out of
the World Cup in Australia by
Bangladesh, Morgan has revitalised
his side’s approach to ODI cricket.

He is often and perhaps wrongly
overshadowed by the brilliance of
Jason Roy, Jonny Bairstow and Jos

Buttler, but he remains an integral
part of this batting line-up.

The stats back that up too, with him
averaging over 45 since that loss in
Adelaide and in matches in England
it’s even better at over 52.

However, whenever he makes the
trip down south, he seems to take his
game to a whole new level.

In 13 innings at Hampshire’s
ground he has scored 610 runs at an
average of 76.25 including centuries
against Pakistan and Australia.

That’s seriously impressive form
and I fancy the Ireland-born left-

hander to continue it today against
the West Indies.

Sporting Index give a spread on
Morgan’s performance of 4348, where
one point is awarded for a run and 10
for a catch and I think his Hampshire
Bowl form suggests that mark is a bit
low.

The West Indian pace attack have
already shown the threat they possess,
with Pakistan skittled out for just 105.

Their hostile short bowling also had
Australia in deep trouble, but Steve
Smith showed that patience is key
against this attack and I fancy Morgan

also sure to suit the carefree brand of
cricket they love to play.

Being Chris Gayle’s international
swansong, the destructive opener will
want to end his career on a high and
add to his 25 ODI centuries, while his
side will be hoping the box-office Andre
Russell is fit.

The Jamaican scored 510 runs in this
year’s IPL, which included 52 sixes,
while his 11 wickets also showed he’s a
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handy bowler too.

His aggressive bowling has comple-
mented the other seamers in the
Windies’ ranks really well so far.

Pakistan couldn’t handle the heat of
Russell, Sheldon Cottrell and Oshane
Thomas and were bowled out for just
105, while their hostility had Australia
reeling at 384.

With only Afghanistan and Sri Lanka
below the West Indies in the ODI rank-
ings, England are rightfully the clear
favourites, but their opponents should
not be taken lightly.

They showed against Pakistan, and for
large parts versus Australia, the ability
they have, so England will need to be at
the top of their game.

The Hampshire Bowl pitch is notori-
ous for being a batsman’s paradise and
providing the rain stays away, you've
got to think a number will cash in
again.

Sporting Index offer a spread of 125-
135 in their 50-ups market, which is a
prediction on the aggregate total of
player runs over 50 between both
teams.

Given the explosiveness of both bat-
ting line-ups and on a road-like pitch in
Southampton, I fancy that mark of 135
to be surpassed, so buying looks the
way to go.

E2 @crobertson95

POINTERS

Buy 50-Ups 135 (Sporting Index)

on south coast again

to follow suit.

He has a great ability to start slowly
and accelerate in devastating fashion
which is so important in ODI cricket
these days.

Conversely, I'd be keen to oppose
Chris Gayle here.

He struggled against the extra pace
of Mitchell Starc and Pat Cummins
and I can see both Mark Wood and
particularly Jofra Archer unsettling
the big West Indian opener.

Bar a quickfire 50 against Pakistan,
the 39-yearold hasn’t been in great
form either with that being the only

time he has scored a half-century in
his last six innings.

Sporting Index’s sell price of 44 on
Gayle’s performance looks worth
taking, particularly given the
likelihood of overcast conditions.

POINTERS

Buy Eoin Morgan Performance

48 (Sporting Index)
Sell Chris Gayle Performance

44 (Sporting Index)

A JOS BUTTLER'S
PERFORMANCE

TODAY:

54-59

Our Player Performance awards 1pt/run, 10pts/catch, 20pts/wkt
and 25pts/stumping. Buttler's saluting sparring partner, Sheldon
Cottrell, is 29-34. No fence-sitting, are you buying or selling?
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Farrell a solid choice to follow Gatland as Lions coach

ARREN Gatland’s unveil-

ing as the British and

Irish Lions coach on

Wednesday was hardly

surprising, but it was an
appointment which makes a great
deal of sense.

Gatland is one of the best coaches in
the world and has plenty of motiva-
tion on what will be his third Lions
tour, to South Africa in 2021.

Having gone undefeated in Aus-
tralia in 2013 and New Zealand two
years ago he can write himself into
the history books as the most success-
ful Lions coach if he completes the
hat-trick in two years time.

His record in international and club

RFU AXES SUCCESSION

Chief unaware of
idea that next man
works alongside
Eddie Jones, hears
Michael Searles

INCE taking over in May, the

Rugby Football Union’s new

chief executive, Bill Sweeney,

has been busy. With a World

Cup just four months away, he
has also had to contend with propos-
als for the Six Nations, a potential
World Rugby Nations Championship,
and the future of England’s coaching
team. Here are five key insights from
his first media briefing.

JONES STAYING UNTIL 2021

The RFU has already begun preparing
for life after the World Cup, and
Sweeney stressed head coach Eddie
Jones was “committed to going
through to 2021”7, when his contract
expires. “There was speculation he
could leave after the World Cup, but
he’s never indicated that was the
case,” he added. “One of the first con-
versations I had when I came in was
about his view, and he’s committed to

RUGBY
COMMENT

Ollie
Phillips

rugby shows he’s a special individual
and I think his style is well suited to
the unique environment of the Lions.
He is a fantastic coach with a sim-
ple, straightforward approach. He
blends the old school with the new
school, giving players breathing space
and trusting them to get it right.
Leading the Lions is a completely

2021 Sweeney is in talks with the
Australian around the coaching set-
up following Japan. Defence coach
John Mitchell’s contract has been ex-
tended to June 2021 on Jones’s advice.

SUCCESSION PLAN

In January last year Sweeney’s prede-
cessor Steve Brown trumpeted plans
to have Jones’s successor work along-
side him for a year to learn the ropes

different dynamic to national team
coaching, simply because you have
nowhere near as much time to imple-
ment your ideas. There’s no building
for four years - it’s about effective and
easily understandable communica-
tion. That’s why Gatland’s focus on
dominating the gain line and staying
super organised translates so well.
Players from four different nations
can come in and immediately get to
grips with his ideas.

It’s worked so far, with 13 wins from
20 games on tour altogether and
three in six Test matches.

The timing is also good. Gatland is
stepping down as Wales coach in De-
cember following the World Cup, so

before taking over. But not only is that
no longer the case, Sweeney denied
any knowledge of it ever being the
plan. “That’s not the intention,” he
said. “I haven’t heard that before.
We’ve had no conversations around
that, so Eddie is taking the team to
Japan [for a tour in summer 2020].”
The former British Olympic Associa-
tion chief added it was “possible” that
Jones stayed on longer, but with the

will be able to focus solely on the
Lions from August 2020.

I spoke to Lions chairman Jason
Leonard recently and he stressed the
importance the organisation is now
putting on building a legacy.

Gatland now has the opportunity to
build contacts and put structures in
place which will carry on and benefit
the Lions well after he’s stepped down
and moved back to New Zealand.

Incoming Ireland head coach Andy
Farrell will hopefully join Gatland in
South Africa, after making valuable
contributions on the last two tours,
and he also fits into the long-term
aims. Farrell has got a great CV, hav-
ing cut his teeth with Gatland and Ire-

caveat that it’s “premature to start
thinking about an extension to
France [2023], but it gives us the time
to have those conversations later.”

WORLD RUGBY SHAKE-UP

The RFU is keen on the World Rugby
Nations Championship concept but
insists there are some “structural is-
sues” that need resolving ahead of an
end-of-June deadline. Sweeney says
“the numbers are good” commer-
cially, with £6.1bn to be split between
the teams involved over 12 years, but
increasing the Six Nations’ commer-
cial potential - a project codenamed
Project Light - is also an area of prior-
ity. “We’ve got to make sure nothing
is done to harm the Six Nations,”
Sweeney said. “There are also player
welfare issues, a relationship issue
with the Premiership and clubs
around calendars.” The prospect of
promotion and relegation in World
Rugby’s new competition is likely to
remain a concern for some unions, all
of whom must unanimously agree.

PROMOTION/RELEGATION

Sweeney is set to meet with the RFU
council today to update them on dis-
cussions to implement a 13-team Pre-
miership that will see an end to
automatic relegation. Instead, there
will be a home and away play-off be-

land’s Joe Schmidt and I think he’d fit
the bill for the 2025 tour nicely.

If he does go to South Africa in two
years time then I could see him suc-
ceeding Gatland, who himself origi-
nally learned the ropes as forwards
coach under Sir lan McGeechan on
the 2009 tour.

Farrell has the right ethos and isn’t
too regimented in his thinking. He’s
all set to succeed Schmidt at Ireland
and he could well do the same with
Gatland and the Lions.

Ollie Phillips is a former England Sevens
captain and now a director within the real
estate and construction team at PwC.
Follow him @OlliePhillips11

tween the bottom team in the Pre-
miership and the winner of the
Championship, should the proposal
go through. “It’s not ring-fencing,
you’ve still got the opportunity to get
in, but you’ve to be competitive,” he
said. “You’d have to do an Exeter.” The
final proposal will be placed before
the council in September, with a view
to there being no relegation from the
Premiership next season to increase
its size to 13 clubs.

HIGH-PERFORMANCE PLAN

The new chief urged patience over the
RFU’s struggling high-performance
strategy, which is concerned with de-
veloping talent, insisting it took Team
GB from 1996 to 2016 to reach its po-
tential. He also addressed concerns re-
garding funding cuts to the
community game, which is set to see
investment reduced to 30 per cent,
compared with 70 per cent for the
professional game, despite saying the
union would make a profit this year
and “is in better financial shape than
expected”. “If you have a really well
performing high-performance team,
it helps drive interest, participation
and gives you role models to aspire
too,” he said. “You then need a really
strong community game to feed that
back in. It’s an area we’re looking at,
the two are a bit disconnected.”
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England will have
to overcome an

experience deficit
towin U21 Euros,
writes Felix Keith

[==== NGLISH football has enjoyed a

bumper last 12 months. The
=== Three Lions’ run to the semi-fi-

nals of the 2018 World Cup
e a1 the all-English Champions
League and Europa League finals that
followed would suggest the domestic
system that produced the players is in
rude health.

That is the picture at senior level.
But look beyond Gareth Southgate’s
field of vision at the younger age
groups and a different picture
emerges. England’s Under-17s weren’t
at last month’s European Champi-
onship and they haven’t reached the
World Cup in October either.

The Under19s didn’t qualify for
their European Championships,
which will be held in Armenia next
month, while the Under-20s are con-
spicuous in their absence from that
age group’s World Cup, which is cur-
rently being played in Poland.

England’s youth teams are a long
way from the golden year of 2017
when the prestigious Toulon Tourna-
ment, Under-20 World Cup, Under-19
European Championship and Under-
17 World Cup were all scooped up by
various incarnations of the Young
Lions.

It is amid this apparent context of
stuttering progress that Aidy
Boothroyd’s Under-21 side head to
Italy and San Marino for the European
Under-21 Championship, which starts
on Sunday. Boothroyd’s side are in
Group C with France, Romania and
Croatia and begin their campaign
against the French on 18 June in Ce-
sena. The bookmakers rate them as
joint-favourites alongside their open-
ing opponents, Spain and Germany to
win the competition.

While success stories Jadon Sancho
and Callum Hudson-Odoi have moved
up to Southgate’s senior squad there
are plenty of other names lending the
squad a familiar feel.

Leicester’s James Maddison, Crystal
Palace’s Aaron Wan-Bissaka, Manches-
ter City’s Phil Foden and Fulham’s

Intimate portrait
brings humanity to
the caricature, says
Frank Dalleres

EACE” says a young Diego
PMaradona when asked, five min-

utes into Asif Kapadia’s candid
new film about the troubled Argentin-
ian genius, what he is hoping for from
his impending transfer from
Barcelona to Napoli.

There is precious little of that in his
seven tumultuous years in the fervent
southern Italian city, which form the
basis of this intimate biopic, but there
is struggle, footballing brilliance,
glory, hero-worship, excess and scan-
dal in spades. More surprisingly given
his later vilification, there is also a

Ryan Sessegnon all turned out in the
Premier League this season, but
deeper analysis of the four leading Eu-
ropean squads shows a marked differ-
ence in their make-up.

LAGGING BEHIND

Just 13 of Boothroyd’s 23-man squad
spent the 2018-19 season playing for a
club in the Premier League, or, as in
Reiss Nelson’s case while on loan
from Arsenal at Hoffenheim in Ger-

many’s Bundesliga, in an equivalent
top-flight league. When compared to
Spain’s 18, France’s 20 or Germany’s
21, a pattern of England sticking out
begins to appear.

Further scrutiny only increases the
sense that they lag behind their com-
petitors. England’s squad averaged
just 8.3 top-flight starts per player this
season — nowhere close to Spain (15.8),
Germany (16.8) and France (22.5).

It’s no better when you factor in ap-

pearances from the substitutes’ bench
either, where England’s average of 760
minutes falls significantly behind
Spain (1,424), Germany (1,504) and
France (1,997).

This is nothing new, of course. The
financial might and intensely compet-
itive nature of the Premier League
means talented youngsters are used
sparingly in other competitions, or
sent out on loan to lower divisions.

England have five players under con-
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ENGLAND U21 SQUAD

NAME CLUB
1. Dean Henderson Manchester United

2. Aaron Wan-Bissaka  Crystal Palace
3. Jay Dasilva Chelsea
4. Jake Clarke-Salter Chelsea
5. Fikayo Tomori Chelsea
6. Kieran Dowell Everton
7. Demarai Gray Leicester City
8. James Maddison Leicester City
9. Dominic Solanke Bournemouth
10. Phil Foden Manchester City
11. Ryan Sessegnon Fulham
12. Jonjoe Kenny Everton
13. Angus Gunn Southampton
14. Lloyd Kelly Bournemouth
15. Ezri Konsa Brentford
16. Hamza Choudhury  Leicester City
17. Harvey Barnes Leicester City
18. Mason Mount Chelsea
19. Dominic Calvert-Lewin Everton
20. Morgan Gibbs-White Wolves
21. Reiss Nelson Arsenal
22. Freddie Woodman Newcastle
23, Tammy Abraham Chelsea

tract with Chelsea in their squad -
Jake Clarke-Salter, Jay Dasilva, Fikayo
Tomori, Mason Mount and Tammy
Abraham, yet all of them spent the
201819 campaign on loan, with
Clarke-Salter (Vitesse Arnhem) the
only one not in England’s second tier.

Playing at a lower level isn’t ideal,
but it is probably better than sitting
on the bench in the Premier League -
an experience extremely familiar for
the likes of Foden, Morgan Gibbs-
White and Dominic Solanke, who
made just 10 league starts between
them last season.

“It is difficult. I would like them all
to be playing regularly,” Boothroyd ad-
mitted before a 2-1 defeat by Germany
in March. “We’ve got some that do,
some that don’t. Then we’ve got to de-
cide: is it better for them to be playing
in the Championship [on loan]| or
training with Premier League clubs?

“It isn’t an exact science because I
look at Phil Foden and think he’s
training with the best players in the
world and arguably the best coach in
the world. That isn’t going to do him
any harm, is it?”

Although no harm may be coming
to England’s younger generation of
players, the relative lack of opportuni-
ties compared to their European peers
is an area of concern. Whether players
are thriving because of or in spite of
the system has been a matter of de-
bate for some time.

If Boothroyd’s side can overcome
their more experienced competitors
and win the final of the Under-21 Eu-
ropean Championships on 30 June
then we might come closer to finding
an answer.

film Is candid antidote to modern foothall

good deal of pathos.

Kapadia’s trump card is the reams of

previously unseen home video footage
documenting  Maradona’s
spell in Naples, where he .«
dragged a team derided A
by bigger clubs as | ]
“peasants” to l‘.ir.w r
heights never /iy B
scaled before or A ;
since - in between
inspiring Ar-
gentina to an infa-
mous World Cup
triumph.

We see him shy and
contemplative at pri- %
vate gatherings, rau-
cous in dressing rooms,
affectionate at home with his
newborn daughter, wary arriving at a
heaving Stadio San Paolo where his
signing by Napoli is to be announced
and even, in one graphic scene, having

I"'.WP_":"#}-T"‘ .

surgery on a broken ankle.
We see the Maradona that we know:
the extraordinarily gifted and gutsy
footballer, who became the
W, greatest player on the
B, planet - and, to some, of
@ all time - at the
a height of his mes-
s merising powers;

Maradona biopic
focuses on his seven
years in Naples

and the charismatic
rogue who developed
a self-destructive taste
for cocaine and woman-
ising, fathering a lovechild
who he refused to acknowl-
edge for decades. “I was in love with
[childhood sweetheart and then-girl-
friend] Claudia but I was no saint,” he
says in the film, with some under-

statement. “And there were some very
beautiful women.”

SPLIT PERSONALITY

But we also see a Maradona that most
do not know: the boy raised in the
poorest slum in Buenos Aires, who
supported his parents and four sib-
lings from 15; the prodigious yet
gauche youth who dreamed only of
modest footballing success, far re-
moved from the heights he would at-
tain; the dedicated athlete so
desperate to succeed in Italy he hired
a personal trainer and remodelled his
game; the man bewildered by and
slightly afraid of the suffocating level
of adulation in Naples, which in-
cluded an ill-fated association with
the Camorra, the local mafia.

The result is strikingly raw, and all
the more so when compared with the
airbrushed state of modern football,
where social media posts are created

by third parties, so-called behind-the-
scenes documentaries are carefully
crafted PR exercises, and the inter-
views and first-person articles that
pass for authenticity have been ex-
haustively stage-managed.

At one point in the film the trainer
explains that his client has a split per-
sonality: Diego, the kind, humble boy
from the ghetto; and Maradona, the
larger-than-life persona he created to
cope with his success. Where Kapadia,
the Oscar-winning director behind
biopics of other tragic geniuses Amy
Winehouse and Ayrton Senna, suc-
ceeds is in showing us the humanity
of Diego. With the man himself now
little more than a caricature of
Maradona, this is a timely, fitting and
illuminating reminder of one of
sport’s singular talents.

DIEGO MARADONA is in cinemas nationwide
from today.
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SOLID START Mcllroy happy with day's work at the US Open

Rory Mcllroy said he was “really pleased” after opening his US Open with a three-under-par round of 68 at Pebble Beach last
night. The Northern Irishman shot four birdies but Ricky Fowler, Xander Schauffele and Louis Oosthuizen shared the clubhouse
lead with 66. “I’'m happy with my day’s work,” Mcllroy said. “I putted well - that’s something I’'m going to have to do this week.”

SOBERS BACKS

CLASS OF 2019

Windies great Sir Garfield tells Felix Keith why England’s
opponents today can beat them to Cricket World Cup

HE SPORT may have

evolved since he retired 45

years ago and he may have

only played a single one-

day international, but Sir
Garfield Sobers still knows a thing
or two about cricket.

few years back but they seem to
have recovered and seem to be
going very well,” he says.

“I have no hesitation in thinking
that they’ll probably be up there
when the bell is rung at the last few
games. However, cricket is such a

The West Indies legend, who
played 93 Test matches between
1954 and 1974, scoring 8,032 runs at
an average of 57.78 and taking 235
wickets at 34.03 to establish himself
as one of the greatest all-rounders
the game has ever seen, remains a
sharp and interested spectator of
the modern game.

“There’s no difference in this
cricket and my cricket,” the 82-year-
old tells City A.M. “If you have the
ability it doesn’t make any differ-
ence.”

With his beloved West
Indies playing England |
today in Southampton !
it is the perfect time sull |
to pick the Barba- A (=
dian’s brains. T

Jason Holder’s side - :‘ ;
have had a mixed 7
start to the World
Cup, thrashing Pak-
istan and letting a
brilliant start slip in de-
feat by Australia before ¥ _
being frustrated by the 4
weather in a wash-out with
struggling South Africa.

But after years in the dol- |
drums, Sobers has been en- |
couraged by what he’s |
seen and believes a third |
World Cup, after triumphs #
in 1975 and 1979, could be
on the cards.

“They had a bad patch a _+&\3

game of glorious uncertainty that
you can never say you're going to
win until you win.”

West Indies’ success in this tourna-
ment has come from their aggresive

o6

I've no hesitation
in thinking they’'ll
be there when the
bell is rung in the
last few games

@ bowling attack, which
s blew away Pakistan for

e 105 at Trent Bridge and

reduced Australia to
79-5. The short-ball
barrage, led by Os-
hane Thomas and
| Andre Russell, looks
like a concerted plan
and, although Eng-
land will be expecting
it, Sobers thinks they
should stick to their

Chris Gayle and West
Indies take on England
today in Southampton

“If you're doing well with that
kind of thing then why not con-
tinue? Why change and try some-
thing else?” he says. “But you’ve also
got to remember that the other
team is going to see that and they’re
going to find some way of trying to
deal with it. They will get their
plans together and practise and ifit
comes off they’ll have a good game.”

The biggest weapon in West In-
dies’ armoury remains powerful
opener Chris Gayle. Having fa-
mously become the first player to
hit six sixes in an over when playing
for Nottinghamshire against Glam-
organ in 1968, Sobers is understand-
ably drawn to Gayle’s unique style.

“He can have his odd failure, but
he’s the type of player that when he
gets going anything can happen,”
he adds. “I think the players who
play with him, especially the
younger ones, have learned that
Chris is that kind of player. He can
swing a game. If he gets on top of
the bowling then you don’t have a
lot to worry about.”

Having held England to a 2-2 draw
in their five-match one-day series in
February, West Indies know they
have the personnel and firepower to
trouble them at the Rose Bowl. And
while today’s contest might be too
close to call, Sobers thinks England
could go all the way and secure
their first World Cup.

“I've watched them a lot and
they’re one of the teams I've always
figured would have a very good
chance,” he says. “I think they’ve got
the players, they’re good enough,
they're playing at home, which
gives them a little edge, and I
wouldn’t be surprised if they won.”

AUSTRALIA BEAT BRAZIL IN FIVE-
GOAL WORLD CUP THRILLER

O Australia came from 2-0 down to beat
Brazil 3-2 and keep their Women'’s World Cup
campaign alive last night. The Matildas
needed to win after suffering a surprise loss
to Italy but Marta’s penalty and Cristiane’s
header had Brazil in control. However, Caitlin
Ford’s volley and Chloe Logarzo’s long-range
effort levelled things before Monica
Hickmann Alves’s own-goal settled it. In
Group B, China beat South Africa 1-0.

DOCTORS ENCOURAGED AFTER
FROOME?’S SIX-HOUR SURGERY

O Chris Froome will remain in intensive care
for the next few days after undergoing a six-
hour operation on injuries sustained in
Wednesday’s high-speed crash. Froome
suffered a broken hip and a fractured femur,
elbow and ribs after hitting a wall at 54kmph
in a practice ride for the Criterium du
Dauphine. “Heis already actively engaging in
discussing his rehabilitation options, which is
very encouraging,” said Team Ineos doctor
Richard Usher yesterday.

AMAZON TO SHOW 20 PREMIER
LEAGUE GAMES IN DECEMBER

O Champions League winners Liverpool will
kick off the Premier League season against
newly-promoted Norwich City at Anfield on
Friday 9 August, it was announced yesterday.
Manchester City begin their title defence
away at West Ham, with Manchester United
hosting Chelsea. For the first time sides will
be given a short break in February, while, in
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another first, Amazon will show 20 games in
December. All games on the weekend of 3-5
of the month and on Boxing Day will be
shown on Prime Video as the American
company muscles in on Sky and BT’s patch.

DIAGEO DROPS LONDON IRISH
OVER JACKSON SIGNING

O Diageo has ended its sponsorship of
London Irish over the signing of fly-half
Paddy Jackson. The drinks giant, which
owns Guinness, said Jackon, who was found
not guilty of rape, but had his contract
revoked by the Irish Rugby Football Union,
was “not consistent with our values”.

FERRARI WITHDRAW VETTEL
CANADA GRAND PRIX APPEAL

O Ferrari decided not to appeal against the
decision that cost Sebastian Vettel victory in
last weekend’s Canadian Grand Prix. Vettel
lost out to Lewis Hamilton after being
handed a five-second penalty for dangerous
driving. Ferrari had until 10pm last night to
submit evidence to governing body the FIA,
but may still challenge via a different route.

INDIA AND NEW ZEALAND HIT BY
RAIN IN FOURTH WASHOUT

O India’s World Cup match against New
Zealand at Trent Bridge was abandoned
without a ball being bowled yesterday. Rain
meant both sides were handed one pointin
the fourth no result in the last five games.
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Guarantee your seat
at the big games.

Pre-sale window for
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Limited premium season
tickets also available.
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Sell Sheldon Cottrell's Performance v England today at 29 or buy at 34

Our Player Performance market awards 1pt per run, 10pts per catch, 20pts per wicket and 25pts per stumping.
And it's not just Cottrell you can get long or short of. Jos Buttler himself is 54-59. No fence-sitting, are you buying or selling?

(Spread betting involves risk. Losses can exceed deposit.)
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